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B O O K I. 


HE refpećtive nations of the Portuguefe and Dutch, 

; the Englifh and French, having alternately founded 

extenfive empires in the Eaft Indies, and the Eng- 

lifh in particular having arifen to an high degree of pre- 

eminence over its rivals in that divifion of the globe, a 

brief enquiry into the tranfactions of each government 

may not be unwelcome, at a crifis when India matters are 
become of ferrous confideration to this nation. 


A The 
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The Eaft, for many centuries before our Chriftian era, 
poured forth its riches to the mttermoft extent of the then 
known civilized parts of the creation; but to no country 
in fuch great abundance as to that of Egypt. How this 
traffic was carried on, in thofe days when maritime know- 
ledge was ftill but in its infancy, is at this moment a matter 
more worthy of the invefltigation of the antiquary than of 
the hiftorian. Suffice it, that their commerce appears to 
have been founded upon the broadeft bafis of mutual and 
general utility, and that their exports and imports were 
nearly to them what they are at this day to the feveral 
powers of Europe. Happily fituated for an intercourfe of 
that nature, the induftry of the Egyptians led them to 
partake of all its benefits. By the conveniency of their 
harbours in the Red Sea they engroffed the exclufive privi- 
lege of purchafing the commodities of India; and by their 
ports on the Mediterranean they were enabled to diffule 
them amongft the Grecians and the Romans at an exorbi- 
tant degree of profit. 


In this manner the: trade: with Afia was long carried on. 
At length, upon the deftruétion of the Roman empire, that 
mighty fabric of ambition, and the fubfequent eftablifhment 
of its -warlike but uncivilized invaders, a {top was put to 
the. continuance of fo flourifhing a commerce; nor did it 
rear again its head, until the Venetians, fituated on the 
Adriatic gulph, boldly ventured upon an enterprize, which, 


however difficult in the beginning, promifed them, with 


per- 
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perfeverance, an ample return for the dangers and rifques 
which they fhould run. 


The Venetians accordingly encouraged a revival of tlic 
trade with India by means of the Red Sea, and by their 
contracts with the Egyptians fo effectually fecured a mono- 
poly of it to themfelves, that Venice foon became the em- 
porium of Afiatic manufactures. Its citizens grew wealthy, 
and this little republic, from being of no confequence, 
fuddenly became a nation of power and confideration. 


Another channel, however, had for fome time opened 
itfelf for Indian manufactures to travel into Europe. This 
was by means of the Perfian gulph, from whence by cara- 
vans pafling over the deferts of Arabia, and fometimes along 
the borders of that country, the articles of Afiatic commerce 
more generally in demand had been. brought by tedious 
journeys to the borders of the fEgeian fea, and thence 


tranf{ported by fhipping to the mercantile dealers at Con- 
{tantinople. 


Thus confined within boundaries which afforded advan- 
tage to a few, at the fame time that it impoverifhed the 
other countries of Europe, the traffic of the Eaft became a 
fubject of difcuffion amongft men, .who from ftudy and re- 
flection were enabled to reafon upon its importance. Rome, 
enfeebled in all its parts, fhewed but the remnants of its 
former greatnefs. Bigotry and fuperftition had reared to 


A 2 them- 
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themfelves a power more formidable and rivetted, than 
human afcendency had hitherto acquired. The church 
declared itfelf omnipotent in its decrees, and fovereigns 
ever fhook with terror on their thrones. Italy, the feat of 
its more immediate influence, long groaned under the fer- 
vitude it enjoined. Fhe wretched inhabitants of that fer- 
tile clime felt what they dared not utter, genius lay dead 
amongift them. A happier gleam of freedom indeed beamed 
upon them at a diftance; but they were yet in bondage, 
and their faculties could not be employed. The Spaniards, 
diftracted within themfelves, torn by perpetual efforts for 
their liberty, and abandoned to the wildet chimeras. of 
romanee, proudly confined their thoughts to the arrogant 
fuperiority which they claimed over the refidue of man- 
kind; And the Portuguefe, though milder in their go- 
vernment, in general were actuated: by a fimilar difpo- 
fition. Fhe French, rifing from a ftate of vaffalage in 
which they had hitherto been kept, aimed, though with 
saconfideratenefs, at an eftablifhment of their freedom: 
induftry exerted itfelf, as they emancipated from their 
barons, but their dependence was too rooted to be eafily 
fhaken off.. The Germans, long involved in bloody con- 
tefts with each other, and fmarting from. the ftruggles be- 
twixt the hierarchy and the empire, were yet unfettled 
amongitt themfelves. Rude and uncivilized, agriculture 
and war were the only fciences. which they cultivated: 
tranquillity reigned amongit them but at times; they yet, 
however, were formidable, and: enjoyed more liberty than 
their 
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their neighbours. The Northern countries, ftill lefs culti- 
vated than the Germans, experienced all the evils of licen- 
tious freedom and barbarity. And the Turks, though 
numerous in the field, were yet unfettled in their govern- 
ment. England alone of all the European powers feemed 
to poíleís that fpark of liberty, which, however difcordant 
on its firft breaking out, was finally to be the downfall of 
oppreffion. Its nobles though daring were indigent and 
illiterate; the fovereigns too limited in their authority, 
were driven by neceffity to take part with the body of their 
fubjects, and thus by a coalition of the extremities of the: 
{tate, that conftitution became eftablifhed, which fixed the. 
pride and the glory of a Briton. 


In this fituation was Europe, when the Portuguefe, ac- 
tuated by a fpirit of enterprize, and headed by a monarch 
of ability, formed the defign of extending their power to 
the Eaft. Madeira was the firft of their difcoveries in r418, 
and the Canary iflands became fubject to their authority in 
1420. John the Second, a prince fingularly learned for the 
days in which he lived, and above all, intimately acquainted 
with aftronomy and navigation, encouraged this propentity 
amonegtft his people. In his reign the paflage round the 
extremity of Africa was firft accomplifhed, and that too 
under difficulties, which, even at this time, would ftagger 
the refolution of our boldeft explorers. Emanuel adopted 
the plan which had been purfued by his predeceflors, and 
in the year 1497 fitted out the firft fleet for the Eaft Indies 

under 
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under the command of Vafco de Gama, which fortunately 
arrived there after a voyage of more than thirteen months. 


Gama, on his return to Lifbon, failed not to boaft of the 


regions he had vifited. His accounts flattered tl¢e ardor of 
his countrymen: the riches he had feen ftimulated their 
avarice, and the profpect they had of propagating their 
faith, added not a little to the inclination which they already 


had conceived for an eftablifl‘’ament in the Eaft. 


The pope, the univerfal fovereign of the earth, and who 
difpofed of kingdoms, either known or yet to be difcovered, 
as if they had all been vefted in the church, conferred upon 
them the countries which they had thus brought under his 


jurifdiction. 


Succefsful in thefe their firft attempts, and finding the 
nations of India in general tractable and full of mildnefS, 
the Portuguefe wifely fet about eftablifhing a fy{tem of 
power and of commerce; and for this purpote pitched upon 
Alphonzo Albuquerque, the moft difcerning of thofe who 
had been in Afia, and appointed him their viceroy. Albu- 
querque accordingly failed from the Tagus with a confider- 
able armament under his command, and after a long voyage 
arrived on the Malabar fide of India, where he feized upon 
the city and country of Goa. At this place he planned the 
conduct of his future operations. The neceflity of deftroy- 
ing the trade, carried on by the means of the gulphs of 
Perfia ahd Arabia, was the firft fubje€t which engaged his 

con- 
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confideration. The Venetians he faw were finally to be 


overfet, or the grand object of his miffion would be 
fruftrated. 


Imprefled with an idea of this magnitude and im- 
portance, Albuquerque immediately fet to work. His 
principal force he turned towards the traffic of the Arabian 
gulph; and having taken effectual precautions to prevent 
the paflage of any veffel into the Indian ocean, he next 
turned his arms on the defencelefSs merchants who vifited 
the Perfian gulph, and carried on that commerce which 
‘had hitherto been advantageous to the citizens of Con- 
ftantinople. The authority of his fovereign being thus 
eftablifhed where it chiefly was required, and the Malabar 
coaft of India being likewife fubjected to his power, the 
ambition of the Viceroy led him to an extenfion of his 
conquefts. The ifland of Ceylon firft fubmitted to his 
fword; next the country of Malacca, whofe principal port 
was, at that time, the moft confiderable in the Eaft. 


From this place, fo happily fituated for the trade of all 
thofe countries which lie to the eaftward of Hindoftan, 
Albuquerque formed the defign of getting a footing in the 
dominions of the Chinefe, and accordingly prevailed upon 
his fovereign to fend an ambaffador to the monarch of 
that empire, who arrived at Canton, under the protection 
of a formidable fquadron, in 1518. 


The 
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The Chinefe, a people as induftrious as they are civi- 
lized, and who, without the aid of adventitious improve- 
ment, have arrived at an unparalleled degree of perfec- 
tion, both in their laws and in the cuftoms of the people, 
received the ambaffador of the Portuguefe with candid and 
open demonftrations of kindnefS and refpeét. ‘The ports 
of the whole empire became opened to their flips. The 
natives entered into connections of amity with the traders; 
and their eftablifament had been immoveable, had not 
licentioufnefS and rapacity broke loofé amonegft them. 
Being called upon, however, to affift the forces of the 
emperor again{ft a pirate who infefted his coafts, and who 
had feized upon the ifland of Macao, they, in concert 
with the Chinefe fleet, fo effectually deftroyed the power 
of that rebel, that the emperor beftowed upon them the 
ifland of Macao, and encouraged them to buiid a town, 
which, in the fequel, became the general mart of their 


eaftern commerce. 


In the year 1542, many years fubfequent to this, the 
Portuguefe, by the unexpected intervention of a ftorm, 
difcovered the important ifland of Japan. One of their 
veflels was accidentally driven upon its flores, and in fo 
wretched and helplefS a condition, that the natives with 
impunity might have feized upon both mariners and flip ; 
but humanity and hofpitality reigned amonef{t them: 
they yielded their affiftance to the unfortunate with ala- 
crity and cheerfulnefS ; and in a fhort time enabled the 

2 Portuguele 
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Portuguefe to return to their homes, filled with admira- 


tion at the reception they had met with. The news of 


this being fpeedily communicated to the government at 
Goa, adventurers of all denominations crowded to the 
fhips, which immediately were deftined to tranfport a 
colony tothat country, and the profit of their firft voyage 
amply repaid them for the rifque and the expences of 


the enterprize. 


With advantages like thefe, the avarice and ambition of 
the Portuguefe might certainly have been fatisfied. They 
were mafters of the gulphs and coafts of Perfia and Ara- 
bia, and the two Peninfulas of India. ‘They pofleifed the 
iflands of Ceylon, Sunda, and Molucca, while their fet- 
tlement at Macao infured to them the commerce of China 


and Japan. ‘Throughout this immenfe tract the will of 


the Portuguefe was the fupreme law ; earth and fea ac- 
knowledged their fovereignty. Even Africa afforded them 


an empire, of which Mozambique became the center. 


But luxury and effeminacy had unftrung the nerves of 
the defcendants of the conquerors of the Eaft.  Djiffipation 


and extortion had rendered them deteftable amongft the 


natives, over whom they tyrannized. Religion bathed its 


hands in the blood of innocents, unfriended and unpro- 
tected ; and the name even of juftice had vanifhed from 
the land. Thus abhorred in every part, and wicked, with- 


out the fpirit to defend their actions, a combination was 
B formed 
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formed againft them. The different powers of India 
leagued, as in a common caufe, againft fuch monfters of 
inhumanity ; and in that fituation held them, When the 
Dutch began to fhew themfelves in the feas and on the 
continent of Afia. 


Philip the Second of Spain, in the year 1594, having 
annexed to his already confiderable dominions the exten- 
five country of Portugal, and thereby becoming mafter of 
the fources whence Europe was fupplied with wealth; name- 
ly, America and the Eaft, vainly flattered himfelf with the 
hope of preventing the other nations of Europe from par- 
taking of the treafure. The Dutch, in particular, he de- 
termined to exclude. Leagued in defence of their reli- 
gious and political rights, and emboldened by the fuccefs 
with which they had almoft miraculoufly been crowned. 
The Low Countries, at this time, had declared their inde- 
pendency. England and France, either openly or in 
fecret, had granted them the affiftance they ftood in need 
of; and, in fact, had acknowledged them the free and in- 
dependent provinces of the Netherlands. 


Philip, fmarting from the failure of every fyftem of coer- 
cion that he had adopted, and peculiarly diftreffed at his 
hereditary patrimony being thus difmembered from the 
Spanifh monarchy, turned the whole bent of his unre- 
lenting temper towards the ruin of a people, whom his 
barbarous policy and rigour had not been able to fubdue. 


To 
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Tothis end he forbad an intercourfe betwixt Holland and 
the Portuguefe. 


Deeply engaged in a commerce which had been recipro- 
cally advantageous, fo fudden a ftop to its continuance 
was unexpected, and pernicious in its effects. In punifh- 
ing the Low Countries, Philip undefignedly involved his new 
kingdom in the ruin. Holland rofe from the temporary 
loffes it fuftained; but Portugal, from this intemperate 
exertion of the power of its prince, never recovered the 
blow which it received. Deprived of the channel which 
had heretofore fupplied them with the luxuries of the Eaft, 
the Dutch determined to.feek them at the fountain-head; 
and to this end fitted out two fmall fleets, which, failing 
in different years, returned with fuch unequivocal proofs 
of the advantages of the fcheme, that the States-General 
united the feveral focieties into one in 1602, under the 
name of the Eaft-India Company. 


This company was invefted with authority to make 
peace or war with the Eaftern princes, to erect forts, 
chufe their own governors, maintain garrifons, and nomi- 
nate officers for the conduét of the police and the admi- 
niftration of juftice; and in reality, according to fome 
hiftorians, having no parallel in antiquity, was the pattern 
of all fucceeding focieties of the fame kind, and com- 
menced with extraordinary advantages. 


B 2 Admiral 
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Admiral Warwick, foon after the incorporation of the 
company, received the command ofa confiderable fquadron, 
with which he proceeded to the Eaft; and there, having 
pitched upon the ifland of Java, he erected a fort and fe- 
veral factories, for the purpofe of trade. He likewife con- 
ciliated to himfelf the friendfhip of fome of the moit con- 


fiderable potentates of Hindoftan. 


Abhorred as the Portuguefe were by their fubjects in the 
EFaft, the Dutch had no difficulty in acquiring an afcen- 
dency over them in the good opinion of the natives; but 
the internal ability of the firft difcoverers was ftill confi- 
derable. Moreover, they had the advantage of refources, 
which the Dutch had obftinately to fight for. Transferred 
from the fovereign to the fubjeét, an animofity had vio- 
lently taken place between thefe nations. Portugal began 
to contend as if fhe had originally been concerned in the 
tranfactions of. Spain with the United Provinces; and the 
Dutch, exafperated at their conduct, threatened a revenge 
that fhould punifh them for their interference. A bloody 
war in confequence enfued, and ended in the overthrow 


of the Portuguefe in India. 


In the year 1624, the Hollanders being invited to the 
ifland of Formofa, there formed a fettlement, which 
i PTa iy 
ipecdily arose to a great degree of opulence; and fome 
time after made their firft voyages to Japan, where the 
fame rancorous hatred preyailcd againftt the Portuguefe 
oy 
that 
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that reigned almoft indifcriminately throughout the Eaft. 
Priant, wary, and attentive to their own interefts, the 
Dutch readily liftened to overtures which were made them 
by the Japanefe. The Portuguefe they reprefented as the 
moft abandoned and profligate amongeft men. The enmity 
of the Japanefe towards them they commended, in terms 
to fhew the warmth and difintereftednefs of their own 
zeal; but their views they undeviatingly kept fixed upon 
the acquifition of an eftablifhment, which, with all their 
art, they never were able to accomplifh. At firft, indeed, 
having affifted the Japanefe, not only with arms and ammu- 
nition, but with the aid of their own troops, againft the unhap- 
py chriftians of the ifland, they did acquire a degree of credit 
and reputation which gave them fome confequence ; but 
that was but of a momentary continuation. Three years 
had f{carce elapfed, when they were reduced to the loweft 
extremity of humiliation and contempt. The Japanefe 
confined them to the limits of an inconfiderable iflot. 
Where ftripping them of their rudder, guns, and every 
kind of miffile weapon, they enjoined them to the perpe- 
tration of an act, which ftaggers almoft the power of be- 
lief. This was to abjure the principles of the chriftian 
faith ; and, as a proof, to trample over, and deride a re- 
prefemtation of the crucifix of their Saviour. How far 
neceffity might have pleaded for them in their acquiefcence 
in fo horrible a fentence, when it was firft propounded, is a 
difcuflion from which charity prompts us to forbear; but, 
from a principle of avarice, that they fhould afterwards 

perfevere 
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perfevere in it, is a degradation of that execrable compr 
plexion, which fhocks every principle of reafon and huma- 
nity. Such, however, was their practice at the period we 
are relating, and fuch is it at this moment, if travéllers are 


to be credited. 


Great as their difappointment~* unquefltionably was in 
being debarred an influence in the government of Japan, 
the Dutch had yet other refources which opened to them a 
vaft and an inéxhauftible fource of wealth. Thefe were the 
iflands of Molucca, which they wrefted from the Portuguefe 
in 1627; befides the iflands of Celebes, Timor, and a com- 
munication which they opened with Borneo, one of the 
largeft, if not actually the largeft ifland in the world. Nor 
were they inattentive to parts which were fituated at a 
greater diftance: fettlements were formed on Sumatra, an 
ifland abounding with gold, tin, and pepper; but even 
yet unknown excepting on its coafts. A trade was alfo 
eftablifhed at Siam, and fteps were taken for the reduction 
of Malacca. 


Malacca, as we have already reprefented, was the moft 
confiderable town of commerce in the Eaft; but being re- 
gularly befieged, and the approaches vigoroufly fupported, 
it was at length carried by ftorm, and delivered over to 
the pillage of the conquerors. The Dutch being thus 
mafters of Malacca, they wifely drew into their power 


a command of the two only ftreights, which were then 
known 
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known for the admiffion of Europeans, into the Eaftern 
feas of China and Japan. Batavia, at the extremity of 
Java, guarded the ftreights of Sunda, and Malacca pof- 
{feed the exclufive navigation of a channel, on the fhores 
of which it was fo admirably placed, and from whence it 
derived its appellation. 


Not fatisfied, however, with acquifitions fuch as _ thefe, 
they turned their thoughts towards the ifland of Ceylon, 
which hath formerly been mentioned, and which they 
conquered after feveral engagements with the Portuguefe 
in 1658. ‘This was their great object, and that which ex- 
pended them their deareft blood. Poflef[ed thus of the 
Moluccas, from whence cloves, mace, and nutmegs are 
derived, and of the beautiful and extenfive country of 
Ceylon, which yields the fineft cinnamon in the world, 
the Dutch fecured to themfelves a trade, which hath ever 
{ince afforded them a mine of unfailing and fubftantial 


riches. 


Their fettlements, indeed, on the coaft of Choromandel, 
viz, Negapatnam, taken from the Portuguefe in 1658, 
Sadrafpatnam, Pullicat, and Bilnlipatnam, are all of them 
of but inconfiderable emolument to the company ; nor is 
it probable that their trade, on the Malabar fide of India, 
is much more advantageous. Be this as it may, in the 
height of their fuccefs they began a fetrlement at the Cape 
of Good Hope; a place fo advantageoufly fituated for 

{hips 
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fhips in their voyages to and from the Eaft-Indics, andl 
abounding fo plentifully in every kind of animal and 
vegetable refrefhment, that it may with juftice be looked 
upon as of univerfal benefit to the commerce of nfankind. 


The territory adjoining to the Cape at the extremity of 
Africa, was originally purchafed from the Hottentots at a 
very inconfiderable price; and fo mild and _ inoffenfive 
have that extraordinary race of people been found, that 
many families of Dutch planters have fettled themfelves 
five or fix hundred miles in the interior parts, without 
any other defence to protect them, than the known gentle- 
nefs and humanity of the natives. The climate of the 
Cape town, though as variable perhaps as any on the globe, 
is yet temperate and pure ; and the vegetables, fruits, and 
every {fpecies of provifion, which it luxuriantly provides, 
in no country are to be furpaffed. ‘Thefe unufual blef- 
ings of nature, indeed, have made the Cape the general 
refort of fhips of all nations employed in the Indian com- 
merce. Proceeding to India, they pafs the promontory of 
Lagullas, and harbour in fafety in Falfe bay; and on their 
return from that country repafs it, and anchor in Table bay. 
In truth, fo happily fituated is the Cape, that no place 
could afford fo many requifites for a great and a commer- 
cial city, were a trafic univerfal and licenfed to India. 
The Eaft, in fhort voyages, would pour its riches into its 
lap; Europe and America would again purchafe Afiatic 
manufactures; and thus a conftant intercourfe would be 


eftablifhed with the different quarters of the world. 
The 
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The Dutch, by the final deftruétion of the Portuguefe con- 


feqt"ence in Ceylon, having acquired a complete and decifive 
afcendency over them in every part of Afia, cautioufly ad- 
hered to the firft views whichhad led them to the Eaft; and, 
in a {hort time, fo encreafed the principal of the original 
{ftock, that the dividends made by the proprietors exceeded 
the moft fanguine expeciations. Nor did their govern- 
ments in India, all fubordinate to a governor-general, and 
fuperior council of Batavia, relax in the leaft from their 
laudable inftitutions. Batavia kept a clofe and watchful 
eye over their actions; and, though arbitrary in its de- 
crees, ftill kept the property of its conftituents undiiffi- 
pated, and prevented the rife of private fortunes, on the 


ruin of the public concern. 


Could the Company have continued on this folid and 
lafting bafis of good government in India, their profperity 
would have been unrivalled, and their influence uncon- 
trolable ; but an oppofition to their power at an end, the 
never-failing concomitant of riches, found its way in 
amongft them. <Abufe glaringly pervaded every branch of 
their adminiftration. The Company became neglected, „as 
avaricious aclventurers were entrufted with employs; and 
a period was thereby put to a career, which, with proper 
management, might have infured to the United Provinces 
an irrefiftible afcendency in the dominion of the Eaft. 


Thus having gone through an account of the eftablifh- 
ments of the Portuguefe and Dutch in the Eaft-Indies; 
C | of 
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of the total ruin of the former, and of the evident de- 
clenfion of the latter, although they ftill poffefs the con- 
quefts which they originally made, we fhall next proceed 


to the French, who, in the fequel, will be found to de- 
mand our peculiar attention. 


The firt armament fitted ous by France for the Eaft- 
Indies, was in 1535; but the officer, unto whom it was 
entrufted, meeting with contrary winds, and a variety of 
difafters, was forced to the necefflity of returning, with- 
out having reached the extremity of Africa. Nor were 
there any further thoughts of an Eaftern commerce until 
the year.-1601, when two fhips were fitted out by a fociety 
formed in Bretagne; but thefe, Hkewife, meeting with 
misfortunes, as well as three other equally as unimportant 
fleets that were fitted out in the years 1616, 1619, and 
1633, all hopes of it were dropped, and nothing further 
was undertaken till the year 1642, when a fociety was 
formed to make a confiderable fettlement on the ifland of 
Madagafcar. ‘This ifland had been frequently vifited by 
the Europeans, who had navigated thofe feas before the 
French, and by them had been neglected; but the French 
expected to reap a harveft unthought-of yet by others. 
The event was unpropitious to their hopes. Their capital 
was expended in the undertaking, without one fingle ad- 
vantage accruing to them from it. At length, in 1664, 
in the reign of Lewis AIV. and under the aufisices of Colbert, 
a company was created upon the model of the Dutch. 

S-i, 
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Still, however, they perfevered in forming an éftablifh- 
ment at Madagafcar, and ftill encountered difficulties 
whieh baffled all their {chemes. The refult was, the lofs 
of a conftlerable part of their ftock, and the total relin- 
guifhing of a plan, whicit it was impoflible to ac- 


complifh. 


Following the fteps, therefore, of the other powers of 
Europe, they failed directly to the Eaft, and there pro- 
cured the privilege from the natives of erectrng factories 
for the protection of their trade. Surat was the place 
pitched upon for the center of their government ; but 
the fhores of Guzarat were not looked upon as the mofk 
eligible fituation. ‘Trincomallee, one of the fineft har- 
bours in the world, and formed at the Northern extremity 
of Ceylon, was judicioufly preferred ; but there the Dutch 
were jealous of a neighbour. ‘The French were accord- 
ingly repulfed in an attempt they made upon that place. 
Nor were they more fortunate in endeavouring to keep 
poffeffion of St. Thomé on the Coromandel coaft, which 
they had wrefted from the Portuguefe. The remains of 
their forces, however, enabled them to people the little 
town of Pondicherry, which they had recently acquired 
from one of the princes of the country. 


Driven from the objects which thus primarily oceupied 
their attention, the French next attempted to form fettle- 
ments at Siam, Tonquin, and Cochin China; but in every 

C 2 trial; 
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trial, either from ill management or from fome other caufe, 
they met with the moft fingular and unexpected oppofition 
to their interefts. Neither could they return te Surat, 
where they had contratéted debts which they were neither 
willing nor able to difcharge. Pondicherry, therefore, be- 
came the only eftablifhment which eyenryally could be of 
fervice to them; but this alfo was taken from them by the 
Dutch, nor was it reftored until the peace of Ryfwick. 


From this period, therefore, till the year 1714, the 
French acquired no footing whatfoever in the Eaft. The 
Company in Europe difpofed of their exclufive charter to a 
few merchants, upon very moderate and reafonable terms; 
nor did the purchafers profit by it, although their fyftem was 
confined to trade. Notwithftanding all thefe accidents, 
and the impoverifhed ftate of their finances, the Company 
again folicited and obtained a charter for ten years. 
Their profpects now, indeed, began to brighten in the 
Eat. The cabinet of Verfailles wifely granted them effec- 
tual fupport; and the governor whom they appointed 


faithfully and profitably difcharged the duties of his truft. 


Anteriornto the time of which we are now treating, the 
ifland of Bourbon, originally difcovered by the Portuguefe, 
fervedasa place of afylum for fome Frenchmen who had been 
part of the colony fettled at Madagafcar; this was in 1 665: 
but Bourbon affording no fhelter whatever fora fleet, the Com- 
pany determined to take advantage of the neighbouring ifland 


of 
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of Mauritius, and there eftablifhed a colony in 1720. 
The ifles of France, as they are in general called, have 
univetfally been confidered as one of the greateft acqui- 
fitions that hath been made by any European power in 
India. ‘They are looked upon as an admirable nurfery for 
troops; and te be {> fortunately fituated, as to infure to 
the poffeflors not only excellent harbours for their fhip- 
ing, but likewife abundance of conveniencies for maga- 
zines, and all other kinds of military purpofes. But may it 
not with propriety be afked, if Indiais the field of action? Why 
keep the power of the fword at fo confiderable a diftance? 
Mauritius from Hindoftan is at leaft a two months voyage. 
Neither is its climate in any refpeét more falubrious than 
that of India. Moreover, the expences attendant upon 
it are unavoidably great; nor is there any one fingle ar- 
ticle which it produces that can poflibly reimburfe the 
expences which it muft neceflarily occafion. Had it been 
conceived of importance, the Portuguefe or Dutch would 
undoubtedly have kept it in the days of their profperity 
in the Eaft; but they looked upon it as unworthy of their 
notice. Their power they thought of more utility when 
ready on the fpot; and, perhaps, it had been better for the 
French if they had followed their example. 


From the year 1735, therefore, when La Bourdonnais 
was fent tothe government of the French iflands, the affairs 


of the French became fo intimately blended with thofe of 
the 
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the Enplifh, that we fhall defer a continuance of our 
narrative of the French tranfactions, until we fhall have 
briefly related fome of thofe of the Englifh, prior to the 
commencement of their rivalfhip with the French in 


India. 


BOOK 


B O O K II. 


T is a niattss iġat would be of no material confequence 
to our prefent purpofe to inveftigate the caufes which 
impelled them, or to follow the firft adventurers of the Eng- 
lifh, ftep by ftep, in the many voyages they undertook in 
the 15th century. Suffice it to obferve, that at that period 
they began to build their own fhips; that they were the - 
only perfons who traded to Mufcovy by the way of Arch- 
angel; that they carried on a trade with Turkey; that many 
attempts were made to difcover a paflage to India by the 
Northern feas; and at length, that Drake, Stevens, Cavendith, 
and fome others reached that place, fome by the South Sea, 
and others by doubling the Cape of Good Hope. 


The fuccefs of thefe voyages was fufficient to determine 
fome confiderable merchants of London to eftablifh a com- 
pany in the year 1600, which obtained an exclufive privi- 
lege of trading to the Eaft Indies. As in all undertakings 
the fears of the majority of mankind preponderate over 
their hopes, fo on the formation of this company the ap- 
prehenfion of long voyages and of uncertain returns made 
the fubfcription lefs than the exigencies of the plan feemed 
indifpenfably to require. ‘The expences of the fleet like- 
wite diffipated a fum, which fhould have been appropriated 


= to 
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to trade. In fhort, the defects of the inftitution were fo 
palpable, that nothing but a moft fortunate concurrence of 
events could have rendered it either of advantage to indi- 


viduals, or to the community at large. 


Defirous of forming fome fettlements in Indiz to perpe- 
tuate the advantages which their fnit feturrrs gave them 
reafon to expect, they embraced the firft favorable oppor- 
tunity of gaining the permiflion of the natives for fo de- 
firable an end. ‘They did not endeavour to eftablifh 
themfelves by conquefts: their expeditions were nothing 
more than the enterprizes of humane and equitable traders. 
They made themfelves beloved; but they gained but few 
factories, and thofe even fuch as could not fuftain the 
attempts of their rivals, who were formidable, and who 
were in pofleffion of large provinces, well fortified places, 
and good harbours. 


By their activity, perfeverance, and judicious choice of 
officers they, however, foon ereéted forts, and founded 
colonies in fome of the Eaftern iflands, and thereby fhared 
in the fpice trade with the Dutch. This nation, who had 
already driven the Portuguefe from the Spice iflands, again 
determined not to fuffer a people to fettle there, whofe 
maritime force, character, and government would make 
them formidable rivals. Every expedient was therefore 
tried to difpoffefs them; craft and treachery fucceeded open 
violence, and, in fhort, all India became a fcene of the 


moft 
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molt bloody and obftinate enterprizes from this commercial 
jealoufy. Equal courage appeared on both fides, but there 
was difparity in their forces; and the Englifh were on 
the poin of being overcome, when fome moderate people 
in Europe adopted a plan, which, for the time, accommo- 
dated there differences, and which gave the produce of 
fome of the Spice iflands’to the two nations in common. 


‘This extraordinary convention, however, met with the 
fate which might have been expected from it. The Dutch, 
when informed of it in India, {hook off the fhackles that 
were thus impofed upon their ‘iniquitous dealings by their 
conf{tituents, and contumacioufly exerted all their powers 
to render it abortive, in the ftricteft meaning of the word: 
One inftance of which, is fufficient to fhew the fpirit with 
which all the reft were accomplifhed. This was the maffa> 
cre of Amboyna; a fhocking ftain in the annals of a 


civilized nation, and one which it will never be able to 


expunge! 


Unfuccefsful though in one part, the Englifh were more 
fortunate in others. Factories were foon eftablifhed at 
Mazulipatam, Calicut, and feveral other ports, and even 
at Dehli; and inthe year 1612, after hard ftruggles with 
the Portuguefe, they at length eftablifhed themfelves at 
Surat. Nor were they inattentive to the trade of Perfia; 
for having joined their forces to thofe of Shaw-Abbas the 
Great, they drove the Portuguefe out of Ormus in 1622; 
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and, in return, had an exemption granted them by Shaw- 
Abbas of all duties, on fuch goods as they might import at 
Bunder Abaf, the harbour of Gombroon.. 


The more fortunate the Dutch were, in their co»samercial>- 
dealings with the natives of Hindoftan, the more vulne- 
rable were they on the fide of interet. The {malleft pro- 
{pect of advantage which the Englifh acquired, attracted 
the jealoufy of thefe republicans. Though matters of the 
{pice trade, they yet could not view the tranfadctions in the 
gulph of Perfia without manifeft tokens of difpleafire. 
A freih competition accordingly began, and continued 
with a virulence and animofity that threatened ruin in its 


confequences.. 


Involved in a complication of diftrefs, and finking under 
the preffure of civil and religious difcord, which then un- 
happily tainted. the very vitals of the Englith conftitution, 
the fervants of the company could exert but feeble efforts, 
in fupport of the pretenfions which they claimed to the 
commerce of the Eaft. Public misfortune overwhelmed 
the fmall fpark of induftry which was left. Traffic fled 
to a country lefs fanatical and diftracted. The India com- 
pany fuffered in the general wreck, and in that fituation 
was found, when the politics of an infatuated people led 
them to the unparalleled act of flicdding the blood of their 


unhappy fovereign. 


Cromwel 
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Cromwell, great and decifive in all his undertakings, 
had long been difpleafed with the conduct of the Hollan- 
ders: he foon, therefore, found reafons to proceed againtt 
them, aid in confequence declared war againft the United 
Province . -A pacification, however, fhortly took place. 
The maflasre of Amboyna was dilavowed. He procured 
an indemnification for the defcendants of the unhappy 
victims who perifhed in that dreadful tranfaction, and then 
renewed the privileges of the company anno 1657. 


Thus fupported at home, their fuccefs abroad became 
confiderable; and nothing was wanting, according to the 
notion of thofe days, to complete their fuccefs, but an 
entrance into Japan, which they attempted. Here, how- 
ever, they failed. The Dutch had toid the Japanefe, that 
the king of the New Comers had married a daughter of 
the king of the Portuguefe, a nation which they abhorred ; 
and admittance in confequence was refufed the Englifh 


into their ports. 


Severe as this difappointment was to the company, 
they yet found themfelves arifing from a ftate of indigence 
to that of affluence and credit. Their dividends increafed 
confiderably, and every thing promifed fair for a continu- 
ance of their fuccefS ; but their progrefs was too rapid to 
general defire 
for a pacification of its benefits. A new body ftarted up 


be looked at without envy, and without a 


in oppofition ; and in confequence of a fum of money, 
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a bribe, which Charles the Second was never able to reject, 
they procured from him a charter, invefting them with 
powers fimilar to thofe which had been granted by his 
predeceffors, exclufively to the old focicty at its ir ftitution. 


A competition of this nature could nas be etheéerwife than 
replete with the moft fatal confequences. The two com- 
panies becoming enemies to each other, carried on their: 
difputes. with a {pirit of rancour and animofity, which 
fpeedily lowered them in the opinion of the people of 
Afia. Thefe diffentions were not confined to India only, 
they had feized poflefiion of the minds of men in Europe. 
At laft, the two focieties made advances towards a recon- 
ciliation, and united their funds in 1702. From this 
period the affairs of the company werc carricd on with 


greater propriety, pruclence, and dignity. 


From this æra, therefore, until the year 1744, when 
a new war was kindled between France and England,. 
nothing of any material confequence happened in the Eaft.. 
Then, indeed, the moft diftant corners of the globe be- 
held the amazing ftruggles of thefe rival nations. India, 
in particular, became the theatre of a long and bloody 
war; the conf{cquences of which are the immediate object 
of our prefent enquiry. 


In treating of the affairs of the Carnatic, with which. 
we fhall begin, it might be fufficient to commence at that 


3 period 
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period when the prefent Nabob, Mahomet-Ally-Cawn, 
afcended the Mufnud of that country; but as fome few 
circuniftances of moment immediately preceded his accef- 
fion to that government, we fhall briefly obferve, that on 
the death of Subdter-Ally-Cawn, reigning Nabob of Arcot, 
murdered asit was fuppofed by Moortis-Ally-Cawn, Kel- 
lidar of Vellore; Coja-Abdulla-Cawn was appointed, by 
Nizam-Ul-Mulc, to fucceed him in that government ; but 
he being alfo carried off in an apoplectic fit the day after 
his inveftiture, a new appointment took place in favour 
of Anawer-Odean-Cawn, the father of the prefent Nabob. 


The inhabitants. of the province of Arcot, for years. 
having been accuftomed to the government of the family 
of Subdter-Ally-Cawn, were diflatisfied on hearing of the 
appointment of Anawer-Odean-Cawn;: and. the more: 
efpecially, as a fon of Subdter-Ally-Cawn, a minor, was 
then living. Petitions and remonftrances.accordingly flew 
in from all quarters to the Soubahdar, who, to appeafe the 
ill humour of the people, annulled the appointment of 
Anawer-Odean-Cawn; leaving him,. however,, in fact,. the 
fole executive and deliberative authority,. as regent of the 
province, and guardian of the young Siyed-Mahomed- 
Cawn (the infant fon) whom he proclaimed governor of 


the Phoufdary of Arcot.. 


Fate, however, feemed determined to uphold a fangui-- 
nary warfare with the whole race of Subdter-Ally-Cawn. 
Affaffinations:. 





L 30 ] 


Affaflinations {till were prevalent in Hindoftan. The hor- 
ror and obloquy which, in other countries, are attendant 
upon fo daftardly a blow, were here forgotten in the fre- 
quency of the act; nor did the death of the youpg Siyed, 
butchered fhortly after in his own palace, any raore than 
momentarily affect the minds of thofe by whofe. wery voices 
he had been exalted to the government. 


Sufpicion, however, was not idle in her conjectures ; 
and the guilt was alternately placed upon Moortiz-Ally~ 
Cawn, whom we have before mentioned, and upon 
Anawer-Odean-Cawn. On the former, from his bad 
character, his fudden flight from Arcot, where the murder 
was committed, to his own fortrefS of Vellore, and from 
his avowed ambitious defigns of arifing at the Mutmud ; 
and on the latter, from the frefh inveftiture of the Nabob- 
fhip in himfelf and defcendants, which he received from 
the Soubahdar of the Decan. 


A deed fo atrocious long remained in doubt; but late 
difcoveries have indifputably proved, that the Patan 
captain and his followers, who perpetrated the deed, were 
inftigated by confiderable largefifes beftowed upon them 
by Moortiz-Ally-Cawn. 


In this manner ftood the governments of the Soubahdary 
of the Decan. Nizam-Ul-ħIulc poffeffed the fupreme au- 
thority, as viceroy of the king of Dehli; and Anawer- 


Odean- 
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Odean-Cawn ruled over the province of Arcot as his 
deputy. 


Long diftracted by inteftine factions, the extenfive eni- 
pire of the Moguls was at this time haftening, with the 
quickeit impetuofity, to that point of declenfion from 
whence it never more was to rife. The foundation was 
fapped of fo mighty a ftruéture, and every day faw fome 
part or other tottering to deftruction. Already had the 
Soubahdars fhook off their allegiance to their fovereign 
(the Mogul) in every thing but form; it therefore only 
remained for the Nabobs to follow the path fo fuccefSfully 
trodden by their fuperiors. One innovation ina fy{tem is 
quickly fcceeded by another; nor does. the evil ftop until 
the whole fabric is involved in the deftruction. 


Nizam-Ul-Mulc, fome time before the period at which 
we are now arrived, faw clearly the independent views 
of the Nabobs of Arcot. ‘They had long with-held the 
revenue which, according to the conftitution of the em- 
pire, fhould have come into his treafury; nor had he a 
profpect of their ever returning to their duty, while a long 
eftablifhed family, fuch as that of Subdter-Ally-Cawn,, 
remained in poffleffion cf the government.. 


A ferious enmity on this account for years had fubfifted 
between the two durbars; nor did Nizam-Ul-Mulc refrain 
altogether from coercive meafures. His army he frequent- 


ly 
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ly ordered into the field; and the bordering Maharatfoes, 
through his means, as conftantly rufhed into the Carnatic, 
and thereby difturbed the peace of the government of 
Subdcer-Ally. 


At the acceffion of Anawer-Odean-Cawn te the Mufnud 
of Arcot, Chunda-Saheb, a foldier of reputation and of 
fortune, who had got poflefion of Trichinopoly by trea- 
chery fome years before, and who afterwards cut a conf{pi- 
cuous figure in the tranfactions of the coaft of Choro- 
mandel, was a ftate prifoner at Satarrah, the capital of the 
Maharattoe empire, whither he had been carried by Mora- 
rirow, who had difpoffleffed him of Trichinopoly, after a 
long and bloody fiege. 


The origin of the Maharattoes is not well known; un- 
fettled and without a regular form of government, their 
hiftory is crowded with fiétion and romance. Suffice it 
however here, that the Chout or Tribute which they de- 
mand of the different potentates of Hindoftan, originated 
at the conqueft of the Moors, unto whom they gave fe- 
veral {trong holds, countries, and caftles, on condition of 
their receiving, in perpetuity, a fettled annual tribute. 
This they frequently allow to run in arrear; and thereby. 
keep up an unremitted claim, that they either urge, or 
keep paffive, as their neceflitics or circumftances happen to 
require. When, they are, therefore, brought to demand 
this chout, they are never fatisfied, as naturally may be 


fuppoled, 
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fuppofed, with the fum which is fimply owing to them by 
the province. They know full well. that they acquire it 
only through the medium of apprehenfion; and, therefore, 
with fword in hand, and fire and devaftation at their heels, 
they levy fuch contribution, on both prince and country, 
as their unbounded rapacity leads them to be content with. 
More of this people, however, in the fequel. 


Some time before the appointment of Anawer-Odéan- 
Cawn, the French and the Englifh had committed many 
acts of hoftility againft each other in the Eaft-Indies. 
Both nations had fquadrons in thofe feas. Pondicherry had 
been ineffectually befieged by Admiral Bofcawen on the 
one fide, and Madras had been taken in 1746 by Monf. 
La Bourdannois, whom we have already mentioned, on 
the other. How far rumour is to be depended on, it is 
not our province to determine; but thus far the French 
declare, that until the taking of Madras, ‘Anawer-Odean- 
Cawn, agreeably to the true fpirit of Afiatic politics, 
wavered between the contending powers. However this 
may be, it is certain, he foon took a decided party in fa- 
vour of the Englifh: that he affifted them with troops 
againft the French; and that his eldeft fon, Mauphuz- 
Cawn, attacked the French forces at Madras, and at St. 
Thomé, during the fiege of Madras, although he came 
eff with ferious lofles in both engagements. 


E Dupleix, 
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Dupleix, who was at this time in the government of 
Pondicherry, and who had long ftudied the characters of 
the different courts of Hindoftan, their intrigues and poli- 
tical interefts, was the firft man of the two European na- 
tions, who conceived hopes of extending the advantage of 
his employers, by intermixing in the interior governments 
of the country. By clofe attention, he had acquired fo 
perfect a knowledge of all their views and connections, 
that he was convinced it would be in his power, with the 
aid of the troops which had been brought to Pondicherry in 
the courfe of the war, to attain a principal influence in 
the affairs of Hindoftan—poffibiy to manage them as he 
_pleafed. His daring {fpirit, which prompted him to any 
thing, gave additional ftrength to thefe reflections ; and 
an opportunity {foon offered for the carrying his project 


into execution. 


The politic Nizam-Ul-Mulc, Soubahdar of the Decan, 
was now no more. His prudence and talents had kept 
that part of India, which he ruled over, ina Hourifhing 
ftate. It was now doomed to experience all the horrors 
and mifery of civil war. On the death of this great 
prince, his eldeft fon, Gazoe-Deen-Cawn, was at Dehli, 
where, in addition to his appointment of commander in 
chief of the Mogul’s army, he held fome of the firft civil 
offices of the empire. His abfence, however, was pro- 
ductive of the moft dreadful calamities to his country. 
Though known to be appointed the fucceffor to his father, 

at 
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at the fame time that he held the whole executive autho- 
rity of his fovereign in his hands, yet fo infatuated were 
his own brother and his nephew with the wild dictates of 
ambition, that, neglectful of his right, and inattentive to 
their own fafety, they fet up claims of fovereignty in the 
Decan, and difputed the government of a country, in 
which they could be confidered in no other light, than that 
of fubjects in rebellion, to one and the fame mafter. 


From this contention, therefore, Dupleix expected te 
reap the ampleft harveft. Either party he was convinced 
would gladly embrace an offer of European affiftance ; 
nor was he without hopes, that, in the event of things, 
fome happy exertion would throw the whole coaft of Cho- 
romandel under the controul of the French government. 


Murzafis-Jung, the nephew, at this time joined by 
Chunda-Saheb, who had been releafed from prifon, im- 
plored the affiftance of the French; and, in return, pro- 
mifed Dupleix every thing that his moft ambitious ardor 
could defire. Neither was Dupleix backward in compli- 
ance. It was a point of no confideration with him, which 
of the competitors was in the right. His aim was domi- 
nion; and by whatever mode acquired, it was alike indif- 
ferent, fo that his darling purpofe was ultimately anfwered. 
In the courfe of the agreement finally determined on be- 
tween thefe daring men, the province of Arcot was al- 
lotted to Chunda-Saheb, their mutual friend, with the title 
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of Nabob; and faneds were accordingly granted him by 
Murzafis-Jung, with all the form (though ufurped) and 
official ftamp. of the Soubahdary of the Decan. 


Anawer-Odean-Cawn, peaceably in poffeffion of a go- 
vernment to which he had been legally appointed by 
Nizam-Ul-Mulc, was aftonifhed at the appearance of a 
competitor; and one with no better pretenfions than the 
nomination of an ufurper, as yet even unfettled himfelf 
in the authority to which he rebellioufly afpired. The 
juitice of this caufe did not, however, make Anawer- 
Odean-Cawn inattentive to thofe means, which alone could 
fecure him againft the combination of his enemies. From 
the favours which he had already conferred upon the`Eng- 
lih, he had good reafon to fuppofe they would not refufe 
him their warmett affifttance. Nor was he fo bad a politi- 
cian as not to perceive, that, if nothing elfe, felf-preferva- 
tion would naturally incline them to league themfelves in 
a caufe, in which their own fafety was materially con- 
‘cerned. ‘The event anfwered his expectations. : 


Thus was there an alliance formed by him and the 
Englifh againft Murzafis-Jung, nominal Soubahdar of 
the Decan; Chunda-Saheb, nominal Nabob of Arcot, and. 
the French, under the government of Dupleix. 


Nazir-Jung, the fecond fon of the deceafed Nizam-U1- 
Mulc, and brother of Gazoe-Deen-Cawn, was ftill at Au- 
rungabad,,. 
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rungabad, the capital-of the Decan, endeavouring, in defi- 
anct of his brother’s right of primogeniture, and even of 
his fubfequent appointment, to eftablifh himfelf in the 
Soubahfhip of the Decan. His adherents were {till fupe- 
rior to thofe of Murzafis-jJung. 


Led on by thefe motives, the objects of contention, with 
the different parties, were certainly of the firft magnitude: 
Each could bring aid of confequence to his caufe. ‘Their 
powers were extenfive; and the whole empire of Hin- 
doftan was agitated in the conflict. Nazir-Jung and Mur- 
zafis-Jung, rebellioufly, againft their lawful prince, ftrug- 
gled againft each other for the Soubahdary of Decan. 
Anawer-Odean-Cawn and Chunda-Saheb, for the Nabobfhip 
of Arcot; and laftly, the Englifh and the French, for their 
very exiftence inthe Eaít. 


In a caufe'of this nature, where fo many paffions, fo 
many interefts, were neceflarily combined, an inactive 
condu&ét could not be long expected. Negociation could 
yield nothing of fatisfaction to either party. Arms, there- 
fore, was the unavoidable alternative they of neceffity were 
eonftrained to take. 


To follow an undifciplined people through fields of 
blood, is a tafk too unpleafant for the mind to dwell upon. 
The mode of war in Hindoftan is too univerfally well known 


to need any further mention of it on our part. 
Fortune, 
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Fortune, long doubtful to which fide fhe fliould lcan, 
at length flattered the French caufe with a profpece of 
fuccefS. Their forces came off victorious, after an obfti- 
nate engagement on the Plains of Amboor in 17493 in 
which, Anawer-Odean-Cawn was flain, and his eldeft fon, 
Mauphuz-Cawn, taken prifoner. This event, promifing as 
it appeared at firft, proved in the end to be of but little 
advantage to their affairs. 


In the fcene of joy and exulftation which this occafioned 
in the allied army of France, and of terror and difinay 
which it as inftantaneoufly occafioned in that of its op- 
ponents; Mahomet-Ally-Cawn, the fecond fon of Anawer- 
Odean-Cawn, was haftening to Trichinopoly- Efcaped 
from the dangers which furrounded him, this young 
prince, immediately on the death of his father, and the 
capture of his elder brother, fled from the field of battle 
with the few followers who {till ftood by him, and turned 
his thoughts to ward off the impending ruin which 
threatened the deftruction of his country. 


Naturally prompt, and determined in his refolves, he 
hefitated not a moment on the line it was moft advifable 
for him to take. He found the government of Arcot 
unexpectedly fallen into his hands. ‘The great men of his 
father’s court, who had furvived the laft defeat, flocked to 
his ftandard; and, with thefe retainers, but an almoft ex- 
haufted treafury, he boldly proclaimed his intentions of 

continuing 
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continuing a war that had been levied in injuftice againft 
his father. 


Early taught to look upon the Englifh with a partial 
eye, Mahomet-Ally foon fent ambafladors to acquaint 
them of his acceffion to the Mufnud. He confirmed to 
them all the privileges granted them by his father ; and, 
without the fmalleft hefitation, entered into a bond of amity 
and alliance, that hath continued ever fince moft inviolably 
facred. | 


Amongft pretel} ns fo variable and disjointed as were 
thofe of the French party, it is not matter of furprize, 
that fudden jealoufies fhould arife, or that a rivalry fhould 
take place, of material inconvenience to the general wel- 
fare. Each aiming at a particular object, which, when 
attained, unlefS fubjected implicitly to the common caufe, 
would neceffarily involve them in endlefs controverfy, 
difcord, and difpute; while the Afiatic pride, awakened. 
by fuccefs, would but ill brook with the dictatorial fpirit 
of an European, fuch as Dupleix. In fhort, from what- 
ever reafon it might have proceeded, a reciprocal diftruft 
and animofity fpeedily took place. Murzafis-Jung, galled 
with the French yoke, or tired of the vifionary fyftem he 
had adopted, fied to his uncle Nazir-Jung, whom he at 
once publicly acknowledged to be his fuperior, and Sou- 
bahdar of the Decan, while the French troops, accom- 
panied by Chunda-Saheb, took a contrary rout, and pro- 
ceeded on their way to Pondicherry. 


Tn: 
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In this ftate of feparation, the active genius of Dupleix, 
as yet unwearied in its exertions, fell upon a new, though 
dreadful, expedient to accomplifh its views; this was, by 
a daftardly aflaffination, to get the difpofal of the Soubah- 
dary of the Decan into its own immediate power. ‘The 
bare recital of an aét of this atrocious dye, without enter- 


ing into particulars, is full fufficient. The fcheme was 


artfully laid ; and Nazir-Jung, in the midit of his camp, 
fell a facrifice to the machinations of Dupleix, and to the 
treachery of his own vaflals. This happened the year 


fucceeding the death of Anawer-Odean-Cawn. 


When affaffinations take place in Hindoftan, which for 
many centuries have been fo common as, in general, little 
to be noticed, it is not unufual to fee the heir apparent 
mounting from a dungeon to the Mufnud, which he is 
deftined to afcend. This was the cafe in the prefent in- 
{(tance. Murzafis-Jung, who had expected treatment of a 
different nature from that which he experienced, had been 
immediately thrown into confinement on his fubmiffion to 
Nazir-Jung; and in that fituation was found, when he 
was refcued from his flaackles, and proclaimed, by Du- 
pleix’s partizans, the Soubahdar of the Decan. 


From whence this act of kindnefs could have proceeded 
in Dupleix, after the feparation of the French and Chunda- 
Saheb’s interefts from thofe of Murzafis-Jung, is a matter 


of conjecture that cannot eafily be folved. Certain it is, 
| however, 
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however, that the Nabobs of Cudapah and Canole, both 
of whom were Patans by birth, and who, with Dupleix, 
had meditated the blow againft Nazir-Jung’s life, early, 
on the perpetration of the murder, demanded of Murza- 
fis-Jung the rewards which had been promifed them for 
the parts which they had acted. 


Rid of his immediate rival in Nazir-Jung, and Gazeo- 
Deen-Cawn being ftill at Dehli, Murzafis-Jung no longer 
looked upon himfelf as bound by neceflity to an adherence 
to the agreements he had entered into; and, therefore, 
affuming all the dignity and arrogance of a {fuperior lord, 
he pofitively declined compliance with their demands; 
but, at the fame time, proffered them certain conditions, 
which, rather than return unrewarded, he fancied they 
would accept. 


Of all the tribes of Hindoftan the Patans are the moft 
daring and high fpirited. Enthufiaftic in the principles 
of perfonal courage and revenge, which they imbibe in 
their earlieft infancy, they never forgive an injury. 
Danger hath no terrors to men habituated to contemn it. 
Not even the certainty of death hath been able to with- 
hold their revenge, when they have fancied their honour 
to have been premeditately ftained. Unfortunately for 
Murzafis-Jung, the very men he had to deal with were of 
this difpofition of mind. ‘The infult he had offered, ag- 


gravated by a treacherous breach of promife, was more 
F than 
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than they could brook. They, therefore, determined upon 
his fall; and accomplifhed it, in having him aflafirfated 


fhortly after his acceffion. 


No fooner was the death of Murzafis-Jung made 
known, than the different powers of the French party 
were involved in con fternation. He had originally been 
the pyran of their amlbition, and on him were fixed their 
ultimate hopes and expectations. Luckily for their caufe, 
the conduct of Monf. Bully, commander of the French 
forces in the army of Murzafis-Jung, extricated them from 


the ruin that was lowering their deftruction. 


Roufed by the exigency of affairs, this able man foon 
recollected that nothing was to be gained by inactivity. 
He funtmoned, therefore, the principal officers of the 
army, bewailed with them the lofs which they had fut 
tained, held out to them a picture of the fituation they 
expofed from without to the depredations of 


were in, 
and from within to all the diftra¢tions of 


their enemies, 
intrigue and powerful cabal; and then, without leaving 


them time for more temperate reflection, propofed to 
them the raifing of Salabit-Jung, brother to the late Nazir- 
Jung, to the Mufnud, in preference to the fon of Mur- 


zafis-Jung, who was ftill an infant. 


Salabit-Jung was accordingly declared the fucceffor to 
his nephew; and immediately on his affumption of the 


reins of government, confirmed, in the ampleft manner 
to 


= 
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to the French, the different grants which had been made 
to thêm by his predeceffors. 


Fortune thus attending them in all their fteps, the 
French rolled in a plenitude of power; whilft the young 
Nabob of Arcot, Mahomet-Ally-Cawn, became _  clofely 
confined to the walls of his fort of Trichinopoly, difpoflfef- 
fed of every diftrict-in the Carnatic, and dependant upon 
no other refources than the fortitude of his own mind, 
and the aftfhiftance of his friends the Englifh. 


The hiftory of the war on the coaft of Choromandel 
hath already employed the pens of eminent hiftorians. 
Exertions of the greateft moment alternately appeared in 
the operations of the European armies. Victory declared 
fometimes for the one, and fometimes for the other; but, 
in the event, the Englifh were the conquerors. Succefs 
would not, however, have been fo fluctuating, had the 
Englifh had more troops, or the French had better officers. 


From the fituation of affairs as they have been thus 
related, it foon became evident to the difcerning part of 
mankind, that the difturbances in Afia would never come to a 
conclufion, unlefs peace was firft eftablifhed in Europe; nor 
was it at the fame time lefs to be apprehended, that the 
flame, which had been confined to India for feveral years, 
might fpread its baleful influence further. The minifters 
of France’ and England, however, obviated this danger, 


x *2 | by 
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by enjoining the two companies to fix certain terms of 
agreement. They made a conditional treaty; which 
began by fufpending all hoftilities at the beginning of the 
year 1755, and was to end by eftablifhing between them a 
perfect equality of territory, of firength, and of trade, 
on the coaft of Choromandel and Orixa. This ftipulation 
had not yet received the fanc¢tion of the courts of London 
and Verfailles, when greater interefts kindled a fref war 
between the two nations. The news cf this reached the 
Faft, when the Englifh were engaged in a very trouble- 
fome conteft with the Soubahdar of Bengal. Had the 
Frénch been then in the fame ftate they were fome years 
before, they would have united their interefts with thofe 
of the natives. Unluckily for them, they allowed them- 
felves to be amufed, until the fuccefles of their rivals em- 
boldened them to attack and feize upon their capital fet- 
tlement of Chandernagore. The taking of this place was 
followed by the ruin of all the factories dependent upon 
it; and put the Englifh in a condition to fend men, 
money, provifions, and fhips to the coaft of Choromandel, 


where the French were juft arrived with confiderable land 
and tea forces. 


Before the commencement of this war, the French com- 
pany, befides their territories of Pondicherry and Karical, 
polleffed, on the coat of Choromandel and Orisa; the 
five fertile provinces to the northward of NMiadras, called 
the Northern Circars. Dupleix had likewife been ap- 


pointed, 
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pointed, by the ufurper of the Decan, . viceroy of the 
Carnatic, the moft flourifhing province of the Mogul empire. 
One fixth part of the revenues of which only was to be paid 
into the treafury of Salabit-Jung, the nominal Soubahdar 
of the Decan, and the reft to be the property of the 
the French company in perpetuity. 


If the French miniftry, therefore, and the directors of 
the French company, who alternately fupported and neg- 
lected their power in India, had but been capable of a 
firm and fettled refolution, they might have fent orders to 
their agents to give up all their remote conquefts, and to 
keep to the important fettlement of the Carnatic. It was 
alone fufficient to give the French a firm eftablifhment, 
a clofe and contiguous ftate, a prodigious quantity of 
merchandize, provifions for their fortified towns, and re- 
venues capable of maintaining a body of troops, which 
would have put them ina condition to defy the jealoufy 
of their neighbours, and the hatred of their enemies. 
Unfortunately for them, the court of Verfailles ordered 
that the Carnatic fhould be given up. Dupleix, the only 
man who could fupport the interefts of his country, was 
alfo diferacefully recalled, and another man appointed to 
conduct the Indian war, whofe temper could never adapt 
itfelf to circuinftances. This was Lally, the primary 
caufe of the declenfion of the French interefts in India, 
of his own ruin, and of that of his family. The evacua- 


tion of Séringapatam by his order, which ifland divides 


the 
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the Coleroon into two branches near Trichinopoly, was 
a principal caufe of the difafters that attended the war of 
France with the Rajah of Tanjore. Mazulipatam and 
the Northern Circars were loft by his giving up the al- 
fiance of Salabit-Jung. And, at laft, Pondicherry was 
taken and deftroyed by the Englifh, grown powerful from 


fuccefs, and from the diftractions of the French govern- 
ment. 


BOOK 
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B O O K II. 


N bringing thefe matters, for the fake of perfpicuity, 
into one view, we have neceflarily been obliged to an- 


ticipate our fubject. To return, therefore, from whence 
we digreffed. 


From the year 1752, when Major Lawrence arrived from 
England, and was invefted with the chief command of the 
Eneglifh forces, the Nabob Mahomet-Ally-Cawn’s fortune 
began to wear a brighter afpect. Several powers, awakened 
by the afpiring greatnefs of the Freneh, readily entered 
into an alliance with him. fo that: in a fhort time after the 
junction of the Englifh forces, he found himfelf at the 
head of an army of 20,000 horfe, and of 20,000 foot, 
exclufive of the force the Englifth had fent to his affiftance. 


The army of the French league, headed by Mef. Law, 
Dautuiel, and Chunda-Saheb, was likewife of confiderable 
ftrength; and the pofts which they poffeffed on the plains 
of Trichinopoly, on the ifland of Seringapatam, and on 
the northern fide of the river Coleroon, were fuch as gave 
them every advantage they could defire. Notwithftanding 
this, the French conftantly gave way before the Englifh : 


in 
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in almoft every cngagement they were worfted; and, at 
length, a period was feemingly put to a war fo unequally 
carried on, by Monf. Law’s furrendry of the pagoda of 
Jumbakiftna, with a force in ic of Europeans fuperior even 
to the whole of what Major Lawrence had under his com- 


mand. 


The {cale thus turned againft the French, Chunda-Saheb 
found himfelf deferted and forlorn. His retainers had all 
provided for their own fafety, whilft he alone was left, in 
the center of his nominal dominions, to feek for fhelter in 
the protection of an enemy. Wary, however, in the choice 
of him, whom he conceived he could truft with the greateft 
fecurity, he, after much deliberation, pitched upon Mo- 
naick-Jie, an officer of reputation, and, atthat time, com- 
mander in chief of the Rajah of Tanjore’s forces in the 


allied army of the Nabob. 


How far the truth of the afflertion may be credited, it is 
not in our power.to determine; thus far, however, rumour 
declares, that Monaick-Jie folemnly engaged himfelf by 
oath on his fword and dagger, the moft hallowed obligation 
of an Indian, to preferve inviolably from danger the perfon 
of Chunda-Saheb. And indeed when the difficulties in 
which Chunda-Saheb was involved come difpaffionately to 
be confidered, it is not an improbable idea to fuppofe that 
he did demand a fecurity of that facred nature, before he 
committed himfelf to the mercy of a profefled enemy, and 

one 
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one who was acting immediately under the command of 
Mahomet-Ally-Cawn. This however as it may, Chunda- 
Saheb threw himtelf into the hands of Mlonaick-Jie, and 


was by him moft inhumanly put to death. 


The Nabob thus unexpectedly relieved from an ambi- 
tious, able, and fpirited competitor, peace, it was to be 
hoped, would once more vifit the almoft defolate Carnatic ; 
but peace had fled to a happier clime: war, with all her 
train of evils, a-frefh prefented herfelf to that miferable 


country, and that too from a quarter the leaft to be ex- 


pected. 


In the midf of his diftreffes, and when reduced to the 
folitary fortrefs of Trichinopoly, the Nabob had anxioufly 
caft his eyes around, to fee from whence he could derive 
relief. Myfore and the Maharattoes were the only powers 
who could effectually befriend him: to them therefore he 
applied; and, in confequence of confiderable promifes, 
prevailed upon the Dallaway, or regent of Myfore, to lead 
his army into the Carnatic; and upon Morarirow, a border- 


ing Maharattoe general, to do the fame. 


Amonetft other points of leer moment, and with an in- 
caution of which he had afterwards reafon to repent, the 
Nabob made a promife to the Myforean (who took advan- 
tage of his fituation to extort it) of the fortrefs of Trichi- 


nopoly ; thereby giving him, in effect, the key into the 
G Car- 
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Carnatic, and opening a road for the depredations of the 
Myforeans whenever they fhould be inclined to revifit his 


dominions. 


Agitated with a thoufand conflicts, when called upon for 


the fulfillance of this promife, the Nabob knew not what to 


determine. On the one hand he faw inevitable ruin en- 


tailed upon his country, fhould he comply; and on the 
other, the calamities of a bloody war brought upon him by 


his own indifcretion. 


In this {tate of mind he attempted every thing that human 
wifdom could fuggeft to gain a renunciation of his promife 
from the Dallaway. He offered him largefles to a confider- 
able amount; or, if thofe fhould not accord with his defires, 
any other fuch compenfation as he might deem equivalent. 
All however was ineffectual: the Dallaway knew too well 
the value of a fortrefs fituated like Trichinopoly ; and 
therefore pofitively infifted on the fulfillance of the engage- 


Driven thus from all hopes of an amicable compromife, 
sthe Nabob, as the governor of a province dependent and 
appertaining to the Mogul empire, reluctantly refolved to 
bear with the enmity of the Myforean, and elude the pro- 
mife he had given, rather than to difmember a garrifon of 
fuch confequence from his dominions; and fignified the 


fame to the Dallaway. 
| The 


L # i 

The regent, irritated at a conduct fo unexpected, at- 
tempted by treachery to get poffeffion of a place virtually. 
his by right of compact. All his efforts were however in- 
effectual, The Englifh, who garrifoned the fort for the 
Nabob, baffled all his attempts, and thereby drove him to 
the accomplifhment of a fcheme he had fometime meditated. 
with Morarirow, of joining his forces to thofe of the French, 
whilft the Maharattoe was on fome pretence or other to do 


the fame. 


A ftorm of fuch magnitude, thus gathering over the yet 
unfettled government of the Nabob, and of his allies the 
Englith, filled his mind with uneafinefs. From his firft ac- 
ceffion to the Mufnud he had found a regular combination 
againft him; nor could the many difafters which had be- 
fallen the enemies of his houfe fecure to him tranquillity, 
The hydra of malevolence had firmly taken its ftand againt{t 
him: one head lopped off, another fucceeded inftantane- 


oufly in its room. 


Already we have feen the caufes which actuated the Dal- 
laway of Myfore to the part he was determined to purlue, 
and candor compels us to acknowledge they were juft. 
The Maharattoe, however, was deftitute of every excute ; 
his defection originated in bafenefs. It is true, a mercenary 
will ever fight for him who pays him beft; but this unprin- 
cipled free-booter was totally barren of a plea even to amufe 


the world for his treachery. Difappointed in his view of 
G2 feizing 
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feizing upon Trichinopoly, at a time that he was invefted, 
both by the Nabob and Dallaway, with the facred truft’of 
umpire of the differences which fubfifted between them 
touching that fortrefs, he no longer contained himfelf within 
the bounds of moderation. The Nabob’s treafury he found 
could no longer yield the harveft he had been accuftomed 
to receive; and therefore, without a thought of the en- 
gagements he was about to break, he cheerfuliy chimed tz 
with the Mytlorean, in his plan of offenfive meafures againfle 


the Carnatic. 


The Myforean and Maharattoe having thus openly de- 
clared in favor of France, their army foon took the field, 
and a war commenced, to the full as bloody as that which 
was but juft concluded. The whole of the year 1753 was 
witnefs to the unremitted exertions of both parties: Trichi- 
nopoly plains, and the ifland of Seringapatam, were in 
general the fcenes of aétion. Each, while the war lafted,,. 
boafted of its fuperiority: at its conclufion the Englifh. 


were victorious. 


Still greater and greater, from the difficulties he had to: 
combat with, and in every adverfe ftroke of fortune finding: 
a refource in his own genius, Dupleix was yet a formidable 
enemy. Khe death of Chunda-Saheb had given him a ferious. 
blow; but # had not deprefled the ardor of his fpirit. In- 
vefted with the dignity of the Soubahdar’s deputy in the 
Carnatic, he fought about with caution. fer a perfon quali- 

fied. 
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fied to be the fucceffor of Chunda-Saheb. Bajah-Saheb, the 
fon óf Chunda-Saheb, would in all probability have had the 
nomination, had he not been found deficient in thofe abili- 
tres, which the importance of the truft required. Moortiz- 
Ally-Cawn was therefore the only man whofe wealth, ex- 
perience, and connections could in any meafure entitle 
him to a preference; and him they accordingly appointed 


Nabob of the Carnatic; fubordinate, however, to the Sou- 
bahdar Duplerx. 


The charaéter of this man (Moortiz-Ally) hath been af- 
ready flightly touched upon. The fhadow of authority was: 
not, however, fufficient for an ambition, that in many in- 
ftances had waded through feas of blood for its gratification. 
As Kelidar of Vellore, he had found himfelf more inde- 
pendent than as the inftrument of an European’s policy ; 
ard therefore in a few days after his acceptance of the 
Nabobfhip, without affigning any caufe whatfoever, he dif- 
encumbered himfelf of a nominal confequence, which he 
found neither profitable nor agreeable. 


The French interefts at the court of Salabit-Jung, and 
on the Northern Circars, though they had at firft received a 
fhock from the death of Murzafis-Jung, were, at the time 
we are now fpeaking of, arifen to their meridian of pro- 
{perity. Buffy had infinuated himfelf clofely into the Sou- 
bahdar’s favor, and, in fome inftances, had rendered him 
fuch eflential fervice, that he in reality had acquired the 

whole 
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whole of the Soubahdar’s authority; an authority which he 
wifely turned, not only to the advantage of his employers, 
but likewife to that of the officers and men who were 
fighting under his command. A fudden reverfe of fortune 


was, however, fhortly to derange this extentive influence. 


Gazeo-Deen-Cawn, whom we have already mentioned, 
being releafed at length from the more important duties of 
his ftation at Dehli, marched at the head of a confiderable 
army into the Decan, and demanded from his brother 
Salabit-Jung a formal and immediate abdication of the 


Mufnud of that kingdom. 


Salabit-Jung, however, emboldened by the prefence of 
his European allies, ftill kept poffeffion of his ufurped au- 
thority, and quickly afflembling his forces took the field, 
with a view of ftopping Gazeo-Deen-Cawn’s progrefs by 
the fword. 


Bufly, who never loft fight of the interefts of his nation, 
immediately perceived the ruin that would inevitably follow, 
fhould Salabit-Jung either give way to importunity, or be 
defeated: his former efforts were therefore redoubled. His 
attacks with the French battalion were impetuous and ani- 
mated ; nor was he inattentive to the lefs hazardous, though 
more certain operations of flattery and addrefs. In fhort, 
fo completely did he determine Salabit-Jung in his refolu- 
tion to oppofe his brother, that he made the Soubahdar 

be- 
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believe he had nothing to apprehend with fuch affertors of 
his caufe, from even the affembled forces of the whole em- 
pire, who were now combining againft him. 


Succefs was, however, more doubtful in the ifue than 
was at firit expected; and Gazeo-Deen-Cawn daily ap- 
proaching towards Aurungabad, a conference was de- 
manded by Salabit-Jung. Hither Gazeo-Deen-Cawn came 
in all the confidence of fecurity and good faith. Fate, 
however, had not yet finifhed with the devoted family of 
Nizam-Ul-Mulc; the unfortunate Gazeo-Deen was invited 
to fall by treachery. His food was poifoned, and that too 
by the hands of one who fhould have ftretched them forth 
to have eifected a reconciliation, rather than to have black- 
ened them in the murder of a perfon fo nearly allied to her: 
this was the execrable mother of the more execrable Salabit- 


jung. 


Salabit-Jung, however, did not accomplifh, by this in- 
famous tranfaction, the purpofes he had given himfelf 
reafon to expect. The king of Dehli appointed a fuc- 
ceflor to the deceafed, and one in whom were blended all 
thofe fhining qualities which foretold him to be a confpi- 
cuous chara¢ter in the Eaft. This was Schi-Abiddin-Cawn, 


the fon of Gazeo-Deen-Cawn. 


Schi-Abiddin had, however, as yet too much bufinefs 
on his hands at Dehli to think of punifhing his uncle. 
The 


[ 56 ] 
The depofing of Hamed-Shaw, and raifing to the throne 
of the world Padfhaw-Allum-Guier, were points that rce- 


quired his utmoft attention; nor were they to be accom- 
plifhed without much difficulty and exertion. 


Monf. Buffy no fooner rid of one, than threatned in this 
manner, though at a diftance, with another invafion, and 
expofed in the Soubahdar’s court to all the machinations 
of an unprincipled fet of courtiers, foon faw the neceffity 
of obtaining in referve fome certain refource, for the pay- 
ment of the troops the French might bring into the field, 
fhould hoftilities be commenced between the Soubahdar 
aud his nephew. He accordingly applied to the Soubahdar 
for a grant of the five Northern Circars, which we have 
already mentioned. 


The alarm occafioned by this application, amonpft the 
courtiers, was fuch as Buffy had reafon to expe&. In- 
trigue and cabal were fet on foot againft him, but luckily 
with no effect. ‘The Soubahdar granted his requeft, and 


thereby invefted in the French company the fovereignty 
of thofe countries. 


Thus did the French, by the abilities of this officer, ac- 
quire a valuable extent of dominion in the North, for the 
mere promife of an inconfiderable military affiftance: and 
in the South, the government of the’ Carnatic, with a tri- 
fling deduction of a fixth part of the revenues, through 


the 
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the intrigues of the Marquis Dupieix. Unfortunately, 
however, for that nation, thefe acquifitions had _ been 
beftowed upon them by ufurpers; not one legal grant ap- 
pearing from the court of Dehli to authenticate the gifts. 


In tracing the progrefs of the French and Englifh with - 
their allies on the coaft of Choromandel, we have aimed 
at as much perfpicuity as poflible. A general view of the 
political tranfactions of each nation was all we conceived 
it neceflary to {ketch. More minute accounts are to be 
met with in the hiftories of that æra. We fhall, therefore, 
draw this our prefent fubject to a conclufion with juft 
fubjoining, that the French and their party were ultimately 
worfted and driven from the Carnatic: that Pondicherry 
was deftroyed, and Vellore (defended by Moortiz-Ally- 
Cawn) taken after a vigorous refiftance ; that the grants 
of the Northern Circars to France were annulled by the 
court of Dehli, and that the perpetual fovereignty of 
them was veited in the Englifh in 1765, when the emperor 
likewife invefted Mahomed-Ally-Cawn with the Soubah- 
dary of the Carnatic, independent of the Decan. Previ- 
ous to which, however, the crowns of England and of 
France, in the definitive treaty of Paris 1763, had ac- 
knowledged Mahomet-Ally-Cawn to be the lawful Nabob 
of the Carnatic, and Salabit-Jung to be the lawful Sou- 
bahdar of the Decan. 


Yi From 
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From the year 1765, therefore, until the commence- 
ment of the prefent war, the Englifh and the French 
continued in a ftate of pacification in the Eaft. France 
had no longer a chartered company for its Indian com- 
merce. The trade was open, and government poflefled 
the miferable remains of the French greatnefs in Hindoftan. 
The Englifh, on the contrary, continued encreafing in 
wealth and in profperity. The ball of fortune was at 
their feet, and they failed not to avail themfelves of the 
advantages of their fituation. Trouble and uneafinefs, 
indeed, fometimes found their way in amongft them; 
but to their own imprudence they muft attribute their 
misfortunes, e{pecially on the coaft of Choromandel, 
where, by a {trange perverfion of politics, they fome years 
ago deemed it expedient to proceed againft Hyder-Ally- 
Cawn; a war planned and conduéted with indifcretion, 
and concluded in the difgrace of the Englifh name. 


In the general review which will be taken in the fequel 
of the political connections of the Englifh Eaft-India 
Company, the powers on the coaft of Choromandel wil] 
neceffarily take a confpicuous Jead. For the prefent, there- 
fore, we fhall turn our enquiries to the ample poffeffions 
which the Englifh have acquired in the provinces. of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. 


To begin with an account of their firft eftabiffiment in. 
thofe parts, and to follow them in the progref$ of their 


com- 
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commercial undertakings, would be a tafk more curious 
thar inftructive. Suffice it that, encouraged by the 
princes of the country, they carried on a valuable traffic 
with Bengal until the year 1757, when, by fome mifcon- 
duct on their fide, they drew upon their flender colony 
the arms of the Nabob Serajah-Ul-Dowlah; a prince 
powerful and tyrannic, and one whofe vengeance they 
feverely felt. 


Driven from their factory at Calcutta, they fome time 
continued in a moft deplorable fituation. The fiends of 
rapine and deftruction were let loofe upon their defence- 
lefs heads. ‘The lives of many were deftroyed, while the 
effects of others were plundered with mercilefs oppreffion. 


Roufed at length at the diftrefs of their fifter colony, 
and powerfully afflifted by the Nabob of the Carnatic, who 
now began to breath from his misfortunes, the prefidency 
of Madras fent a reinforcement to their aid. Admiral 
Watfon, who at this time commanded a fleet in the Indian 
feas, and who with Colonel Clive had juft crufhed the 
power of Angria on the Malabar coaft, appeared to their 
relief. The conquefts which thefe officers had’ to make 
were eafy, when comparatively confidered with thofe they 
had but juft concluded. Calcutta furrendered- on their 
appearing before it; and Chandernagore, the French fet- 
tlement on the oppofite banks of the Houghley, capitulated 
after a warm bombardment from the fleet. 


H z2 The 
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The Englifth thus re-eftablifhed in Bengal, a treaty of 
peace and alliance was concluded with Serajah-Ul-Dowlah. 
Treaties, however, had nearly been ineffectual. Serajah- 
Ul-Dowlah ftill fmarted from the difgrace his arms had met 
with; arid certain intelligence confirmed the general fuf- 
picion of his having formed the defign of extirpating them 
by treachery: This occafioned frefh hoftilities; and the 
exigency of affairs pointing out the neceffity of fome grand 
exertion, it was fhortly refolved upon to depofe Serajah-Ul- 


Dowlah, and to place upon the Mufnud of thofe provinces 
Meer-Jaffier-Ally-Cawn. 


A negociation was accordingly begun, and a treaty en- 
tered into, ‘by which Meer-Jaffier agreed, when the revo- 
Iution fhould be accomplifhed, to pay into the India com- 
pany’s treafury one million two hundred thoufand pounds ; 
to the European fufferers fix hundred thoufand pounds ; 
the fame fym to the navy and army; about two hundred 
and fifty thoufand pounds to the natives of the country ; 


and an hundred thoufand pounds to the Armenians. 


Every thing being agreed upon, Colonel Clive marched: 
with his Httle army and attacked the Nabob, whofe forces 
he entirely defeated. Serajah-Ul-Dowlah was himfelf taken: 
prifoner, and his death followed foon after. ‘Fhe battle 
of Plaffey happened on the 26th of June 1757. And on 
the zoth of June, Colonel Clive feated Jafhier-Ally-Cawn, 
en the Mufnud, where he continued until the year 1760, 


when 
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when he was, in his turn, depofed in favour of another 
perfon, his fon-in-law, Coffim-Ally-Cawn. 


The caufes afigned by the aiders of this fecond revolu- 
tion were thefe: that Mleer-Jafler was of a temper ex- 
tremely tyrannical and avaricious, at the fame time indo- 
Jent, and that the people about him were flaves and flat- 
terers; that he attributed the ill fuccefs of his affairs to 
imaginary plots and contrivances againft him, and facri- 
ficed lives without mercy to the excefs of his jealoufy ; that 
the frequent executions perpetrated without the leaft rea- 
fon, made him the dread and deteftation of all good men ; 
and that he became a prey to his fervants, who, know- 
ing fuch a government could not ftand long, fought only 
to make themfelves rich by opprefling his fubjects ; and 
laftly, that the unufual fcarcity and dearnefs of provifions in 
the capital of the Nabob’s country at that time was occa- 


fioned by the heavy taxes laid upon them. 


However this may be, Coffim-Ally began his reign by en- 
creafing the number of his troops, and difciplining them 
in the European manner; and efteeming his capital Moor- 
fhedabaud, the fcene of his predeceffor’s fall, too near the 
Englifh fettlements, he erected a large fort at Rajah-Maule 
to make the place of his refidence farther out of the reach 
of a people, who might, in the event, find as many pre- 
tences for depofing him, as they had done for violating 
their former treaties with his father-in-law. 


All 
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All Coffim’s meafures fhewed his defire to eftablifh him- 
felf on a foundation lefs precarious than the friendfhip 
of the Englifh. And, left the Englifh fhould grow jealous 
.of his encreafing power, and endeavour to reduce his au- 
thority, by fubjecting the Soubahfhip to its primitive de- 
pendency on the Mogul, and thereby obliging him to pay 
into the royal treafury the revenues of the provinces, he fet 
every engine at work to inftil into the king’s mind a dif- 
truft and apprehenfion of the Englifh. 


_ This, though effected for the moment, was not long un- 
difcovered, and incenfed the Mogul fo much againft him, 
that he voluntarily made an offer to the Company of the 
Dewannee of. thofe countries. Befides which, he promifed 
to confirm them in the poffeffion of the lands of Burdwan, 
Midnapore, -and Chittagong, which they then held, pro- 
vided they would affift him in re-afcending his throne, and 
in recovering for him fuch of his territories as were in the 
hands of his rebellious fubjects. And Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, 
the Nabob of. Owd and Vizier of the empire, offered to 
join his forces to theirs to accomplifh the reftoration of his 
fovereign. 


Negociations of this tendency foon awakened the jealoufy 
of Coffim-Ally-Cawn. From the firft acceffion of this man 
he induftrioufly involved all his officers in contefts with the 
Englith, and laboured to make his own enmity the com- 
mon caufe of his fubjects. The breach was therefore too 

wide 
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wide to admit of any lenient applications: all poffibility of 
an seccommoeadation was at an end; and the inhuman murder 
of Mr. Amyatt, the gentlemen of his family, and his at- 
tendants, though returning under the faith of a paff[port to 
Calcutta, gave the firft fignal of hoftilities.. 


War was accordingly declared againft Coffim-Ally, and a 
proclamation iffued for the reftoration of Meer-Jaffier-Ally- 
Cawn to the Soubahdary. 


Nothing extraordinary occurred in the tranfactions of 
this war. Coffim-Ally was driven from his dominions ; but 
not until he had taken Patna, and maflacred in cold blood. 
the whole of the Englifh garrifon, amounting to one hun- 
dred and fifty, Mr. Fullarton excepted. And Meer-Jaffier- 
Ally-Cawn was once more feated on the Mufnud. This 
event happened in the beginning of the year 1763. 


The Mogul was at this time with Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, 
unto whom an agent was fent by the Englith, foliciting an 
alliance, and requiring the aid of his affiftance againft the 
perfon and adherents of Coffim, whom they threatened with. 
deftruction. 


Contrary to expectation, a reverfe of fy{ftem had already 
taken place in the court of Owd. The king and Shujah- 
Ul-Dowlah,, on further confideration, had refolved not to: 
acquiefce in the views. of the Englifh; but refolutely to. 

fup- 
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fupport the fallen fortunes of Coflim-Ally, and to reftore 
him, if poffible, to the government of Bengal. 


Hoftilities, in confequence of this, fpeedily commenced 
between the Englifh, the Mogul, and Shujah-Ul-Dowlah ; 
nor was it until Shujah-Ul-Dowlah was totally difcomfited 
at the battle of Buxar in Oétober 1764, that overtures of 
peace were fent by him to the Englifh government. 


Previous to which, however, the Mogul, who had been 
nothing better than a ftate prifoner in Shujah-Ul-Dowlah’s 
camp, wrote to Colonel Munro, the commander of the 
Englifh forces, requefting him to take him under his pro- 
tection; and, in return, promifing him a grant of the 
country of Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, or any other. compenfation 
he might demand on the-part of his employers. 


The Mogul, having accordingly found an opportunity to 
efcape from the camp of ‘Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, was in con- 
fequence taken under the protection of the Englifh flag. 
The overtures of Shujah-Ul-Dowlah were rejected, becaufe 
he would not deliver up Coflim-Ally, or his general Sumro, 
who had perpetrated the maflacre of Patna, and the war 
was rekindled with vigor and animofity on both fides. 


Worn out with age, infirmity, and misfortune Meer-Jaf- 
fier-Ally-Cawn-departed this life at Moorfhedabaud the 14th 
of 
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of January 1765; and, in the February following, was 
fuccteded in the Mufnud by his fon Nudjum-Ul-Dowlah. 


Lord Clive, in the beginning of this year, having again 
affumed the reins of government in Bengal, the council in- 
velted him, conjointly with General Carnac, with power 
to conclude a treaty of pacification and alliance with the 
Mogul and Shujah-Ul-Dowlah. <A folemn agreement was 


cordingly ratified with each of thofe princes. 


Shujah-Ul-Dowlah bound himfelf to the payment of fifty 
lacks of rupees to the Company, as an indemnification for 
the expences of the war. Coffim-Ally and his retainers had 
already fled into the Rohilla country, fo that any freth ftipu- 
lations with refpect to them were unneceflary. 


The Mogul granted to the Company the Dewannee of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa ; and an inftrument was executed 
to his Majefty, in the name of the young Nabob Nudjim-Ul- 
Dowlah, for a yearly tribute of twenty-fix lacks of rupees, 
to be paid into the royal treafury, for the Soubahfhip of 


Bengal. 


The Company likewife became, at his own defire, gua- 
rantees for the Nabob; and further agreed to pay into his 
treafury an annual fum towards the expences of his houf- 
hold, provided he interíered not in the collection of the 


revenues of the provinces. 


I In 
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In the treaty entered into with Nudjim-Ul-Dowlah, which 
we have juft mentioned, and which, upon an impartial re- 
view, bears the moft evident marks of compulfion and 
reftraint, that young prince difarmed himfelf of almoft 
every authority whatever. He thereby agreed to rely upon 
the Company’s forces, and to maintain no troops of his 
own, but fuch as fhould be immediately neceflary for the 
dignity of his perfon and Sibbendy; and ftipulated even 
that thofe fhould not be under his own direétion, but that 
they fhould be commanded by a perfon fixed with him by 
the advice of the governor and council of Calcutta, in the 
ftation of Naib-Soubahdar, who fhould have the immediate 
and abfolute management of his affairs: and further, he 
inveftted the Company with an unlimited power of ap- 
pointing and difplacing all fuch officers of his govern- 

ment as they fhould think proper. 


Thus have we in the briefeft manner touched upon the 
occurrences of Bengal. Shujah-Ul-Dowlah was ref{tored to 
his dominions; the Mogul was eftablifhed in the kingdom 
of Corah, with part of the province of Hlihabad, and 
twenty-fix lacks of rupees annually fettled upon him from 
the province of Bengal; and Nudjim-Ul-Dowlah, depend- 
ent on the adminiftration of the Englifh, and giving up 
the management of his own country to the Company for 
a liquidated fum of fomething more than fifty-three lacks 
of rupees per annum, was nominally the Soubahdar of 
Bengal. By which arrangement, independent of the fifty 

lacks 
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lacks of rupees from Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, the reverfion of 
Lord Clive’s Jaghire, and the ceffion of the five Northern 
Circars on the coaft of Choromandel, the Company came 


into the poffeffion of a net annual revenue of 122 lacks of 
rupees, or one million fix hundred and fifty thoufand 


nine hundred pounds fterling. 


I 2 BOOK 
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B O O K IV. 


AD we continued our narrative in the exact order of 

time in which the Englifh arms fucceeded in India, 
we fhloould have related the tranfactions of that nation on 
the coaft of Malabar, before we had begun upon thofe of 
Orixa or Bengal; but as the one country was barren of 
events in comparifon with the other, and as the territorial 
acquifitions of the Company, both on the Choromandel 
coaft and in Bengal, were obtained in perpetuity at the 
fame time, we conceived it more conformable to our ori- 
ginal plan to blend than to feparate the accounts. 


Malabar, as it now is generally denominated, extends 
from Cape Comorin to the river Indus, and in that vaft 
tract contains an infinite number of different governments.. 
The commerce which invited Venice from her canals, and. 
Amfterdam from. her marfhes, had rendered. Goa the center: 
of the riches of India, and one of the moft celebrated 
marts inthe world. It is now reduced to nothing, thougl» 
defended by a body of troops that annually cofts the go- 
vernment a confiderable fum of money. 


Bombay 
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Bombay is a fmall ifland that was given as a part of the 
dower of the daughter of Portugal, married to Charles II. 
of England, and was by him ceded to the Jndia Company. 
It was at firft confidered in no other light than that of an 
excellent harbour, which, in times of peace, ferved as a place 
of refrefhment for the merchantmen frequenting the Ma- 
labar coaft; and, in time of war, as a winter ftation for the 
fquadrons that government might fend to India. This was 
a very valuable advantage in feas where there are fo few 
good bays, and where the Englifh have no other but this. 
The fettlement has fince been rendered much more ufeful. 
The Company have made it the mart of all their trade with 
Malabar, Surat, and the Perfian and Arabian gulphs.. 


Salfette is another ifland feparated from Bombay. by a 
narrow channel,.only fordable at low water, and was taken 
by the Maharattoes from the Portuguefe. This ifland is re- 
markably fertile. It is in length about twenty-fix, and in. 
breadth about nine miles. ‘The Maharattoes, mafters of it. 
for a long time, kept the Englifh fettlement at Bombay in. 
continual apprehenfion ; not from a dread of the power of 
their arms, but from that of a ftill more formidable enemy,, 
want. Barren in itfelf, Bombay could not fupply its nu- 
merous inhabitants with provifions in any degree adequate 
to its confumption. Salfette was, therefore, its chiefeft re- 
fource. From thence they derived the greateft part of. 
their daily food, and on that alone were they principally. 
to depend for fupport in cafe of exigency.. 


If 
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If the attention of the Company had not been diverted 
by the great fcenes in which they were engaged on the coaft 
of Choromandel and in Bengal, it is natural to believe, 
that this ifland would not have remained fo long unmolefted 
in the hands of the Maharattoes. © Late meafures, however, 
have effectually fecured it to the Englifh. The acquifition 
has certainly been of confequence; and cautious fteps will 
no doubt be taken, that it is not wref{ted from them in 


future. 


At the diftance of about a century ago, a private Ma- 
harattoe of the name of Angria, by diftinétion called Co- 
najie Angria, having, from the influence of good fortune, 
raifed himfelf to an high degree of diftinction during the 
wars of the Maharattoe ftate with the Mogul adminiftra- 
tion of Surat, and having been in confequence invefted 
with the government of Severndroog, he there affumed to 
himfelf a command, which, fpurning at the fetters of au- 
thority, boldiy exalted him to a fituation which awakened 
the jealoufy and apprehenfion of all the maritime powers of 
the Eaft. At firft, his depredations were confined to the 
little veffels that coafted along the fhores of Malabar; but 
fuccefs attending him in all his enterprizes, and the num- 
ber of his feamen encreafing as the fame of his prowefs 
fpread abroad, he quickly found himfelf enabled to extend 
the objects of his ambition. By degrees he acquired a 
confiderable dominion; infomuch, that the Maharattoes 
conceived it advifable to conciliate his friendfhip by a 


peace, 
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peace, which, under the claufe of an annual tribute, they 
concluded with him at his capital of Geriah. ‘The com- 
merce of India was by this means clogged with an iníupe- 
rable load of difficulties. The Englifh and Dutch, in par- 
ticular, fuffered confiderably in their trade. Ships of the 
moít refpectable force, belonging to either nation, fell into 
his hands. The convoys themfelves were often beat off, 
and fometimes even taken. 


The continual expence which piracies of this nature oc- 
cafioned to the Europeans who had fettlements in the Eaft, 
at length determined the Englifh, in concert with the Por- 
tuguefe, to attack the principal refort of the followers of 
Angria; this was in 1722. This expedition, however, 
proved abortive. Nor did another, which was undertaken 
by the Dutch in 1724, although the force confifted of feven 
fhips of war and two bomb-ketches, in any manner an{fwer 


the expectations which were formed from it. 


The Maharattoes at length, upon a failure of the tribute 
which had been ftipulated, leagued themfelves with the 
Englith prefidency of Bombay. The efforts of thefe powers. 
were in the end victorious. Geriah, with all the territory 
and harbours of the ufurper, fell into the hands of the 
confederates in 1756; and a power was thereby crufhed, 
which, for a number of years, had been the dread and 
fcourge of the weftern coafts of Hindoftan. 


surat, 
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‘Surat, which we have already mentioned, was for a long 
time the only fea-port for the exportation of the manufac- 
tures of the Mogul empire, and for the importation of 
fuch articles as were neceflary for its confumption on that 
fide of India. It had alfo been the place whence zealots, 
on a pilgrimage to Mecca, embarked for the purpofes of 
vifiting the tomb of their holy prophet. Equally anxious 
for the protection of the trade of his dominions, and for 
the fecurity of thofe devout muffulmen who were bent on 
the completion of their vows, the Mogul appointed an ad- 
miral at Surat, whofe influence was extenfive, and whofe 
allowances were. confiderable. ‘The falary, however, not 
being punctually difcharged, the admiral, Siddee Mufloot, 
{feized upon the caftle, and, from that fortrefS, laid the city 
under contribution. 


The Maharattoes, who had long been accuftomed to re- 
ceive one third part of the revenues, on condition that they 
did not moleft the inland trade, faw the confufion which 
this occafioned, with all the exultation of unprincipled ra- 
pacity. The diftreffes of the admiral, or the inhabitants, 
they flattered themfelves would bring the one or the other 
under their protection. The plunder of the place would 
in courfe become the reward of their affiftance ; and to en- 
fure this, they wanted. but an admiffion within the ram- 
parts, which had been fettled as their barrier. The tra- 
ders, however, well acquainted with the treachery of the 
Maharattoes, and finding their effects. daily in danger of 


being: 
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being plundered, called in the Englifh in 1759, and aided 


them.in the reduction of the citadel. ‘The Mogul after- 
wards confirmed them in the poffeffion of it, together with 
the exercife of the office of admiral of the empire. 


This revolution reftored tranquillity to Surat; and Bom- 
bay, which was the caufe of it, acquired an addition of 
credit, wealth, and power. To the northward of Surat 
again, the Englifh have of late acquired a new territory, 
called Broach. ‘The revenues of which are ample for its 
extent ; and being added to the further advantages which 
the government of Bombay hath lately derived from the 
inteftine troubles of the Maharattoes, realife an annual in- 
come, that renders Bombay a profitable, inftead of a lofing 
colony to the Company. 


The laft intelligence from India, indeed, throws a fhadow 
over the brilliancy of this profpect; but the horizon may 
again clear up; fpeedy remedies may reftore us to the 
honour which it is rumoured we have loft. The misfor- 
tune muft be felt; but it may be rendered temporary, if 
timely fuccour is applied. 


Having, in the courfe of our progrefs, been neceffarily 
obliged to mention the Maharattoes, a nation whofe mili- 
tary operations have had a moft extenfive influence through 
the whole empire of Hindoftan, and whofe power to this 
day is deprecated by the moft formidable potentates of the 

K Fatt, 
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Fait, we {hall beg our readers patience for a moment, 
while we collect together fuch accounts as may be deemed 


authentic, touching the government of fo extraordinary a 
people. 


. The Maharattoes, it is aledged, were clans of Hindoos, 
who fled from the rapacity and tyranny of the Mahome- 
tans when they invaded India, and tettled in the interior 
parts among the hills. Their origin, however, is not well 
afcertained*. From a mild and peaceable race of people, 
fuch as are ftill found amongft the Gentoos, thofe who fied 
from the Mahometans became, in a fhort time, poilibly from 
neceffity, but more probably from choice, a powerful and 
warlike kingdom, confifting of many petty ftates under 
their refpective chiefs ; and thefe all under the dominion of 
one head, whom they ftiled Nana, or Sahou-Rajah, whofe 
place of refidence was Satarrah. Some people, however, 
doubt if there ever was a real Nana. He never has been 


feen by Europeans; and therefore, it is imagined, the office 
is but ideal. 


The Maharattoes daily gathering ftrength, at length be- 
came troublefome to their neighbours; thofe they invaded, 


and, in the courfe of their excurfions, meeting with every 
fuccefs they could defire, they, in courfe of time, became 


* Mr. Dow gives them a much earlier period, and a regular and fettled 
form of government, 


fo 
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fo formidable as to lay the whole empire of Hindoftan un- 
der *contribution. This contribution, or chout, as they 
called it, was eftimated at one fifth of the revenues of each 
tributary. In little lefs than feventy years after the union 
of the feveral principalities into one kingdom, they divided 
again into three diftinét governments. The finalleft to the 


Nana. 


Ragojie-Bounfello’s fon eftablifhed himfelf independent 
at Naugpour, as did Bajie-Row at Poonah. ‘Thefe were 
both generals, who fhook off their allegiance to the Nana. 
The defcendants of Ragojie at Naugpour claim thirteen 
years chout from Bengal, amounting to twelve lacks of 
rupees; but this, it is to be fuppofed, they never will be paid. 
The defcendants of Bajie-Row are thofe whom at prefent 


moft particularly concern Europeans. 


Bajie-Row had two fons, Balajie-Row and Raganout- 
Row, or Ragobah. The former, on the death of his fa- 
ther, came to the government of Poonah; and the latter 
had the command of a province given ta him on the fron- 
tiers of Bengat. Balajie-Row’s reign was but fhort; remark- 
able, however, more for pacific meafures than for any thing 
elfe. At the death of Balajie-Row, Madah-Row, his fon, then 
eighteen years of age, claimed the government. In this, how- 
ever, he was oppofed by his uncle Kaganout-Row, who 
left his province immediately on the news of his brother’s 


death, and demanded the appointment of guardian to his 
K 2 nephew, 
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nephew, and regent of the kingdom. ‘The adherents of 
Madah-Row, and the friends of his father, however, "tood 
by him; and being firm in his fupport, at length obliged 
Raganout-Row to fly from Poonah. 


Inftead of returning to his own .command, Raganout- 
Row repaired to the Soubahdar of the Decan, whom he, 
by promifes of a remiflion of chout, gained over to his in- 
terefts, and thereby put himfelf in the fituation to enable 
his adherents to take the field with a powerful army againft 
his nephew. The two armies foon met, and a battle en- 
fued, in which Raganout-Row had the advantage. Over- 
tures of peace were in confequence made to, and accepted 
by, hint; and he was recalled to Poonah, and invefted with 
the whole government of the kingdom in the name of his 


nephew. 


A fyftem of this nature could not laft long; jealoufies 
and apprehenfions were the conftant attendants of both the 
one and the other; infomuch, that Raganout-Row at- 
tempted his efcape once more from Poonah, but was pre- 
vented by the timely notice Madah-Row r€ceived of his 
intentions. Raganout-Row was then thrown into prifon, 
where he remained for many years. 


After a tranquil reign, and a profpect of much happinefs 
to his people, Madah-Row departed this life on the 17th of 
November 1772. Before he expired, however, he releafed 

his 
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his uncle; and calling both him and a younger brother of 
his*own, whom he meant to be his fucceffor, before him, 
he conjured each to be affectionate and kind to the other ; 
and in order that the charge with which he meant to invett 
Raganout-Row, that of guardian to the young Narrain- 
Row, fhould be as fclemn as poffible; ‘* Receive,” faid he, 
placing the hand of Narrain-Row in that of his uncle, 
‘ receive under your protection this youth, who never in- 
‘< jured you. You have no fon; he is your neareft rela- 
‘ tion, and, therefore, muft fucceed to you if ambition 
< fhould induce you to wreft the government from hin. 
< Do you wifh for power? There can be no occafion ta 
s depofe him, for he will regulate his conduct by your ad- 
<< vice. If wealth be your object, his treafury will be 


‘¢ open at your command.” 


Narrain-Row, in confequence of his brother’s nomina- 
tion, and of his own right, fucceeded Madah-Row, and 


gave the management of affairs to his uncle. 


Matters were in this fituation, when Raganout-Row, 
either prompted by ambition, or perhaps the more admif- 
fable plea, according to eaftern politics, of felf-preferva- 
tion, determined on the death of his nephew. He accord- 
ingly entrufted his defign to two Soubahdars or captains, 
men whom he could depend upon, and they engaged ta 


perpetrate the horrid deed. 


In 
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In Affiatic countries there is never a dearth of affaflins ; 
Princes can as eafily be furnifhed with the hand to execute, 
as with the inftrument to hurl the deftruction. The time 
fet apart for this tragic fcene, was the hour on which the 
unfortunate Narrain reclined himfelf to reft in the 


afternoon. 


At that hour, lulled in fecurity and reft, the unhappy 
youth was furprized. He fled to his uncle, begged, in- 
treated, fupplicated him, in the moft pathetic manner, to 
fave his life; told him to take his kingdom, and even to 
amprifon him loaded with irons, but to have pity on his 
youth, to fave him from deftruction, to fave him from the 
hands of the mifcreants who furrounded him. Raganout- 
Row for a moment relented, and pleaded for him, but in 
vain. The wretches, who were .actuated by revenge as 
well as by the defire of gain, anfwered haughtily, ‘* When 
& we drew our fwords, we threw away the fcabbards. If 
‘* he lives, we perifh:’”? and then ruihing on their victim, 
who clung round his uncle’s neck in all the agony of terror 
and defpair, they ftabbed him to the heart, and left him 
breathlefs at his uncle’s feet. One circumftance, however, 
is undoubted, and therefore fhould not be omitted; that 
Raganout-Row, in endeavouring to fave his nephew, re- 
ceived fome defperate wounds himfelf; and this he ad- 
vances as a {trong proof of his innocence in the affair. 


= Before 
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‘Before it was publicly known that Narrain-Row was 
killed, Raganout-Row’s party had got under arms, and he 
himfelf endeavoured, by lavifhing great fums amoneft the 
people, to ftifle their indignation. Narrain’s friends there- 
fore were unable to appear, efpecially as they found them- 
felves without a leader of confequence fufficient to give 
dignity to their caufe. It is probable alfo, that Raganout- 
Row, in fome degree, owed his fecurity to that indifference 
with which the fubjects of defpoti¢c ftates admit of revolu- 
tions of this nature. 


When every thing appeared tolerably tranquil at home, 
Raganout-Row, according to the ufual cuftom of the Maha- 
rattoes, took the field, leaving an adopted fon in the go- 
vernment of Poonah. And here it is to be obferved, that 
this adopted fon has always been confidered as the inftigator 
of the murder of Narrain-Row; for it was on his producing 
a letter (afterwards proven to be forged) figned with Nar- 
rain’s name, and containing dangerous fentiments with 
refpect to Raganout-Row, which farft determinéd him to 


have his nephew affaffinated. 


The pretence Raganout-Row made ufe of for raifing an 
army was to attack the Soubahdar of the Decan, whom he 
had recently quarrelled with; but in reality he found it 
neceflary to have a body of troops in the field to oppofe 
Gopincabah the mother of Narrain-Row, who had many 
adherents in the country, and who was preparing to re- 


venge the murder of her fon. 
This 
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This woman had left Poonah when her eldeft fon, with 
whom fhe had fome difagreement, furcceeded to his father, 
and retired to Banaras, the Mecca of the Gentoos, where 
it was imagined fhe was determined to end her days. ‘The 
death of her favorite fon, however, roufed her from her 
retirement, and fhe now armed to revenge his fall. 


Raganout-Row, after marching towards Hydrabad, the 
ufual refidence of the Soubahdar of the Decan, and having 
a few {kirmifhes with that prince, concluded a peace with 
him upon eafy terms to both. He then marched towards 
the Seera province, and from thence fent an envoy ta 
Hyder-Ally Cawn, and alfo wrote to the Nabob of the Car- 
matic in hoftile terms. Very foon after he had concluded 
the treaty of friendfhip with the Soubahdar of the Decan, 
he was informed that the widow of Narrain-Row was with 
child: true, or falfe, he found his enemies intended to 
raife up a rival againft him fupported by hereditary claim. 


Before he had received anfwers from the Nabob of the 
Carnatic or Hyder-Ally-Cawn, news was alfo brought him 
that his adopted fon had abandoned Poonah, and that a 
very formidable alliance had taken place between Gopin- 
cabah, Seva-Jie-Bounfello, a powerful Maharattoe chief, 
and the Soubahdar of the Decan. This intelligence haft- 
ened his march towards Poonah. He had not proceeded, 
however, farther than the river Beama, when he found his 
enemies encamped with an army of 20,000 fighting men. 


An 
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An engagement was now unavoidable: each army difputed 
the field with obftinacy, but the allies were in the end vic- 
toricus. Raganout-Row thus difcomfited, and deferted by 
all his followers, fled to the northward. After undergoing 
great fatigue, and efcaping a variety of dangers, he took 
{helter in the country of Halary Sindea, another Maharattoe 
chief of confequence, where he remained for fome time. 
The battle we have juft mentioned was fought about the 
sth of April 1774, and on the toth of the fame month the 
new-born fon of Narrain-Row’s widow was publicly de- 
clared his father’s fucceflor at Poonah. 


The Englith prefidency of Bombay took part with Ra- 
ganout-Row in confequence of his folicitations, and entered 
into an alliance with him. ‘The cefflions he made to the 
Company by that treaty were indifputably great, and in 
fuch light were they feen by the directors of the Company 
in England; who declared their entire approbation under 
every circumiftance of what had been done refpecting Ra- 
ganout-Row, and directed their governments of Madras 
and Bengal to co-operate, if neceflary, in maintaining 
what had been ceded to them. 


But the Government-general of Bengal, viewing matters 
through a different medium, had, previous to the receipt 
of thefe orders, difapproved under every circumiftance 
of the treaty concluded with Raganout-Row, ordered 
it to be deftroyed; and had even fent Colonel Upton to 

L Poonah, 
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Poonah, who concluded a frefh treaty with the oppofite 
party. 


The Englifh forces were in confequence recalled; and 
Raganout-Row, deferted by all, and particularly by the 
Englifh, with whom he had folemn engagements, was 
under the neceffity of claiming their protection of his 
perfon at Surat. 


One of the articles of the treaty, concluded by Colonel 
Upton, particularly fpecified the allowance that the Poonah 
adminiftration would make Raganout-Row, provided he 
would quietly take up his refidence in a place allotted him 
in their country, and would not leave it without their ex- 
prefs permiffion. This he would not hearken to, but 
rather chofe to truft himfelf to the protection of thofe who, 
agreeably to the laws and good faith of nations, were actu- 
ally bound to affift him to the utmoft of their power ; 
vainly perhaps flattering ‘himfelf (as the late inglorious 
conduct of.the prefidency of Bombay gives us too much 
reafon to apprehend) that fome unforefeen event might, 
one day or other, enable him to cope with his adverfaries, 
and to affert his right, in an effectual manner, to the go- 
vernment of Poonah. 


Superior even to the power of which we have juft been 
treating was that of the Moguls for many ages. A ftruéture 
of fuch infinite magnitude, however. required a govern- 
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ment of vigor. The ordinances af the empire were mani- 
fold’; but in general they were feebly enforced: whilft the 
court of Dehli, from whence all laws and regulations fhould 
have been difpenfed, appeared to the world a fcene of the 
moft unbounded corruption and licentioufnefs. Agitated 
by intrigue, and drenched in the blood of its own fove- 
reigns and Omrahs; accuftomed to revolutions as fudden 
as unparalleled, and encouraged by the weaknefs of the ad- 
miniftration ; the diftant officers of the empire foon began 
to fhake off their allegiance. At firft they ventured to 
withhold the revenues of the provinces under their com- 
mand; but by thefe means becoming poflefled of the ability, 
as well as of the difpofition to purfue thofe plans which a 
fortunate concurrence of circumftances rendered it eafy to 
adopt, an almoft general independency at once took place. 


The authority of the emperor was {ftill, it is true, ac- 
knowledged in the provinces; but then it was an acknow- 
ledgment of fuch thorough intignificancy, that not an order, 
not even a requifition, was obeyed. He was prayed for in 
the mofques, at the time that he was oppofed with vigor in 
the field: and his name and titles ftruck upon the coins, 
that, conftitutionally his, were never meant to be tranf- 
mitted to his treafury. 


In fhort, the power of the Moguls had dwindled away to 
nothing. The different Soubahdars were the firit who efta- 
blifhed themfelves in independency ; nor were their power- 
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ful deputies, the Nabobs, backward in following their ex- 
ample. The empire rent admitted of the abufe: and the 
contagion once got abroad, it fpread with an unremitting 
ardor throughout all Hindoftan. 


A number of governments, thus formed on the ruins of 
a mighty empire, war and deftruction, the ufual concomi- 
tants of rebellion, foon {fprang up amongft them. Each 
finding himfelf encreafing in power, aimed at an acquifition 
of more than he originally wrefted from his fovereign; 
whilff new adventurers, in hopes of benefiting their for- 
tunes, daily obtruded themfelves amidit the contentions of 


a lawlefs fet of ufurpers. 


The Moguls, thus ftripped of their dominions, foon ex- 
perienced the diftrefles of their fallen authority. Neceffity 
even compelled them to a compromife with their rebellious 
fubjects, many of whom obtained a fanéction for the meafures 
they had purfued, and a confirmation of the authority they 


had ufurped. 


In the preceding pages a few inftances have been given 
of the ftill acknowledged prerogative of the crown of 
Dehli to nominate to all vacant governments, and that too 
at atime when the royal authority was known in general 
but by name. Such were the appointments of Nizam-UI- 
Mulc, Gazeo-Deen-Cawn, and Schi-Abiddeen-Cawn, to the 


Soubahdary of the Decan; Anawer-Odean-Cawn and Ma- 
homet- 
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homet-Ally-Cawn, to the Nabobfhip of Arcot, and the Sou- 
bahdary of the Carnatic; and the Englifh, to the govern- 
ment of the Northern Circars and the Dewannee of 
Bengal. 


So long, therefore, as the Englifh flhall look upon their 
territorial acquifitions as unalienable by any future Mogul, 
fo long muft they look upon the dominions of the feveral 
independent Soubahdars to be, in like manner, unalienable 
from them. ‘The tenure by which they hold their poffef 
fions, is in every refpect the fame; and, therefore, the 
power that can affect the one, can indifputably affect the 
other. 


The bad confequences that might attend a reftoration of 
the Mogul power to its former plenitude, are fo obvious, 
that they need not be infifted on. At the fame time it 
fhould not be forgotten, that that power was the original 
fource of the Englifh profperity in the Eaft. 


By a treaty, which we have formerly mentioned, it was 
ftipulated, that the Mogul fhould receive, from the pro- 
vinces of Bengal, an annual revenue of twenty-fix lacks of 
rupees. The payment of this hath, however, been. ftop- 
ped; on what account we know not. ‘This, however, is 
certain, that the Mogul pretends an ignorance of the caufe; 
for, in a letter, he exprefSly declares himfelf unacquainted 
with the reafons which could actuate the Englifh to with- 


hold. 
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‘hold from him the tribute he had been accuftomed to re- 
ceive, and therefore defires that an interceflion may be 
made with them in his behalf. 


Of all the powerful vaffals of the crown of Dehli, 
Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, Soubahdar of Owd, was one of the 
imoft confiderable. His country bordering upon the Eng- 
lifh territories in Bengal, rendered him formidable to that 
nation when in arms to oppofe them; whilft his friendfhip, 
onthe contrary, ferved to eftablifh him as a barrier againít the 
more northern powers of Hindoftan. On this account, 
the Company looked upon their alliance with Shujah-Ul- 
Dowlah as a moft fortunate event; nor did their fervants 
at Calcutta fail to improve the connection to the utmoit of 
their ability. 


The fon and. fucceffor of Shujah-Ul-Dowlah in this im- 
portant government, Aufuph-Ul-Dowlah, is by no means 
equal in ability to his father; nor are his intentions to the 
Englifh thought to be fo amicable. However this may be, 
nothing can be apprehended from a prince fo circum- 
{cribed as he is at this period by the Englifh; for at the 
fame time that his country fecures them from the depreda- 
tions of their northern enemies, it faves them the ex pence 
of maintaining wars at an immenfe diftance, or from hav- 
ing them brought, as they probably would be, into the 
very heart of their own provinces. 


From 
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From Owd, proceeding towards the fouthern extremity 
of the Peninfula of India, we cometo the extenfive territories 
of the Soubahdar of the Decan. The weight which the 
predeceflors of Nizam-Ally-Cawn, the prefent Soubahdar, 
had in all the occurrences of Hindoftan, hath already 
been the fubject of our enquiry. ‘The glory of the Niza- 
mut, however, fet with its brighteft luminary Nizam-Ul- 
Mule. Since that period it has been gradually declining 
in its confequence ; nor does it at this day poffets any ma- 
terial influence, further than the limits of its own domain.. 


The definitive treaty of Paris, confirming Salabit-Jung 
in the Soubahdary of the Decan, Nizam-Ally-Cawn became 
m1 courte his acknowledged fucceflor, both by the Eneglifl 
and the French. How far a clofer connection with the 
Soubahdar might be conformable to the interefis of the 
Boglifh nation, is a matter that merits their cooleft and 
moil deliberate confideraticn. There is not a doubt of his 
{Standing in need of their afiftanece; nor is there the leat 
reaton to fuppofe, that many cflential acvantaees might 
not be derived froma grant of it, were it afforded him un- 
ster precife and ftinulated conditions. 

Situated at a great difance from the feveral prefidencies 
of the Enelifa, the government of this prince is known 
out by report. iis conflant firugeles at home have hither- 
fo kept him in employment. The time mav arrive when. 


he away turn his arms another way. 


The 
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The treaty concluded with him in Auguft 1762, pro- 
vides, that on proper requifition, and that it conveniently 
can be fpared, the Englifh fhall fupply him with a certain 
force to affift him in his own country. This claufe, how- 
ever, has been evaded. Nizam-Ally-Cawn did apply for 
the ftipulated affiftance in 1775, and at a time when it 
conveniently could have been {pared, and yet it was denied 
him; although, in return, he made an offer to the Englifh 
of the Cuttack country, which joins their Northern Circars 
on the coaft of Choromandel to the Bengal provinces; and 
would, it is probable to fuppofe, have eafily been induced 
to have relinguifhed the annual tribute, whichis paid to him 
by the Company, of five lacks of rupees; and, what would 
have been of equal importance, to have prevailed upon his 
brother Bazalet-Jung, Nabob of Adoni, to have immie- 
diately made over to the Company the Guntoor Circar ;— 
a country which is theirs by Phirmaund, but is in his pof- 
{effion by agreement; and only reverts to them at his 
death, or on his infringement of a certain article of the 


treaty above-mentioned. 


Prefent advantages even out of the queftion, an eye to 
future fafety fhould ever actuate the Englifh in their poli- 
tical tranfactions; and that, after confequences have been 
unattended to, will be too evident, flhhould the Soubahdar 
of the Decan, at any future period, think proper to infift 
either upon a compliance with the treaty of 1768, or, in 
cafe of a fecond refutal, deem it of utility to his im- 


poverifhed 
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impovcrifhed treafury, to punifh them for a breach of an 
agreement folemnly ratified in the name of the Englifh 


nation. 


An idea of this nature is not built upon fpeculative ap- 
preheniion ; on the contrary, it hath its foundatiou in the 
univerfal principle of things. The national faith was 
pletged in contequence of fome confiderable conceffions. 
from the Soubahdar; that faith, therefore, being broken, 
and the Northern Circars being open to an invafion, a fud- 
den devaftation might fpread itfelf through thofe provinces 
before even a foldier could be pofted to withftand its pro-- 
grefs. A moment’s reflection, however, on the paft tranf- 
actions of the Decan, wiil fet this matter ina clearer point: 


of view. 


When Colonel. Caillaud took poffeMfion of the Northern 
Circars in 1766, in confequence of the Phirmaund granted 
the year preceding by the Mogul, the jealoufy and refent- 
ment of Nizam-Ally-Cawn were wound to the.utmoft pitch. 
of extravagance. Other concurrent and powerful caufes, 
However, led him to a conduct, which, at firt, only threa-- 


tened the Circars. 


The political enmity which had fubfiftted between Salabict- 
Jung and the Nabob Mahomet-Ally-Cawn {till exifted be- 
tween the two durbars; and this was further encreated by 
the Nabob’s fuppofed negociations and endeavours to de- 
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pofe Nizam-Ally-Cawn, and acquire for himfelf the govern- 
mient of the Decan. 


It was this jealoufy and refentment of the Soubahdar 
againít the Company for their taking poffeffion of the Cir- 
cars, and againft the Nabob for his endeavouring to diveft 
him of his government, and to feat himitelf on the Mufnud, 
which fuggefted to Hyder-Ally-Cawn the idea of an union 
avith the Soubahdar for a double attack on the Circars in 
the North, and on the Trichinopoly country in the South. 


A treaty was accordingly fet on foot, and negociated 
between the Soubahdar and Hyder-Ally, by the Nabob’s 


own brother, Mauphuz-Cawn, who, in difguit, had fled from 
his brother’s to the Soubahdar’s court. An offenfive alli- 
ance was foon after concluded between the contracting 
parties againft the Englifh and the Carnatic; and, to reta- 
liate the fuppofed injury offered to the Soubahdar by the 
Nabob, a faned was granted by the Soubahdar to Hyder- 
Ally-Cawn for the government of the Carnatic Payen- 


Ghaut. 


In confequence of this alliance the Soubahdar prepared 
for action; and Hyder-Ally aflembled his forces at Coim- 
batoor, and threatened the Trichinopoly country, when an 
army of Maharattoes entering the Seera province, obliged 
him, for that time, to abandon the enterprize in order to 
oppofe them. Affairs were in this fituation, when it was 


thou ght 
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thought advifable to enter into a negociation with the 
Soubahdar, which ended in the treaty we have above- 
mentioned of Auguft 1768. 


What may be expected, therefore, in the future, from 
a power fo formidable in fome refpects as Nizam-Ally-Cawn, 
it is not difficult to conjecture. If not a fecret enemy, he 
is certainly a precarious friend to the Englifh; nor is there: 
but one way of keeping him their fteady friend, and that 
is by fulfilling the agreements they have entered into with 
him, and thereby keeping a body of Europeans in the 
Decan, in like manner as the French did during the go-- 


verniments of his immediate predecefiors.. 
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ONTIGUOUS to the Decan lies the Soubahdary of 

the Carnatic Payen-Ghaut. ‘The governors of this 
domain, during the profperity of the Mogul emmure, were 
nominated by the Soubahdars of the Decan; nor was it 
until the year 1765, that in the perfon of he prefent 
Nabob Mahomet-Ally-Cawn it was declared by royal Phir- 
maund independent of the Decan, but dependent upon 
the empire. 


The contentions which took place, relative to the domi- 
nion of this rich territory, have in the former part of this 
work been treated at fulllength. It will be fufficient there- 
fore in this place juft to enumerate, that by the death of 
Chunda-Saheb, and the extinétion of the French power in 
the reduction of Pondicherry in 1761, the Nabob Mahomet- 
Ally found himfelf quietly feated on the Mufnud of the 
Carnatic: that he, and his firm allies the Englifh, had 
nothing therefore to divert their attention from the much 
wanted domeftic regulation of their affairs, faving fome 
troubles excited by a rebel in the province of Madura, 
called Ufoph-Cawn; and by the refractorinefs of fome of 


the 
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the feudatories of the Carnatic, who, in the end, were all 


reduced to a proper fenfe of their obedience. 


The gratitude of the Nabob Mahomet-Ally-Cawn, for 
the effential fervices thus rendered to him by the Englifh, 
knew no bounds. He conferred upon them innumerable 
favors, and refounded forth their kindnefs to the different 
powers of Hindoftan: he defrayed moft of the expences of 
the national wars that were carried on with France, as if 
he had been the principal in the quarrel. His treafures 
went xr the fiege of Pondicherry, and for the defence of 
Madras: nor was this all; he bound himfelf by promife 
conitantly to keep a confiderable number cf their Sepoy 
troops, Officered and diiciplined by the Englifh, at his 
own expence; and ultimately conferred on them a Jaghire 
round their fettlemecnt of Madras, which he hath annually 


rented himfelf for a confiderable fum of money. 


Mutual obligations of this nature fpeedily cemented a 
connection of neceffity into onc of friendthip and affection. 
The Nabob has cver acknowledged himfelf indebted to the 
Enoeiifh for the unmolefted government of his country; 
and they as readily have acknowledged the great benefits 
which they have derived from him. From their firft alliance 
their interefts have been infeparable: hand in hand, they 
ftcmined the torrent of advertfity, and, in like manner, 
became victorious over the enemies of each other. 


When 
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When this is known, therefore, and when the Company’s 
records for the fpace of upwards of thirty years can fhew, 
that though differing in their political principles themfelves, 
the directors of the Company have uniformly thanked him 
for his invariable attachment to their interefts ; when this, 
I fay, is known, how {trange will it appear to the unpre- 
judiced part of the world, that the agents of the Company 
in the Eaft Indies fhould, in regular fucceffion, have 
deemed it of importance to their affairs to load this favored 
ally of their mafters, nay even of their fovereign, with 
what muft be termed, however reluctantly, oppreffion and 


difgrace? 


In judging of the friendfhip with which the crown of 
England and the Company have regarded the Nabob, two 
unerring guides appear to have invariably actuated him 
towards them: the firft, a warm remembrance of the in- 
tereft which they had taken, from the beginning, in his 
profperity and happinefs; the fecond, the approbation of 
his own heart, which always inipowered him to declare,, 
that in no one inftance, from the day of their beginning 
the journey of friendfhip together, did he ever once deviate 
from the path of fteady attachment to their interefts, and 
ef warm affection to the whole Enpglifh nation. As a man 
moved by his own, and by the pathions of others, he cer- 
tainly muft have felt at the cruel treatment of the Com- 
pany’s reprefentatives; but, as a prince placing his de- 
pendence upon their faith, and the fecurity of the Enelith 


x alliance, 
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alliance, he never for a moment feems to have allowed 
himftlf to harbour the fmalleft degree of diftruft, or fwerve 
even in idea from the refolution he early adopted of rifing 
or falling with their power in Hindoftan. ** After the long 


“<< feries of mixed fortune which we had undergone toge- 
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fays he, in a letter to a great perfonage, ‘* a pro- 
{pect opened to me at length that filled my foul with the 
gladnets of hope, and which of itfelf was fufficient to bind 
my attachment unalterabiy and for ever to the Englith. 


I faw not only my fons arrive at maturity, but even 
their children promifing further hopes. 


€¢ 
<C 
€¢ 


c6 


When you un- 
derftand therefore the regulation of my country, and 


of my religion, you will feel in your generous bofom 


the injuftice with which I have been treated by fome of 
the fervants of the Company.” 


In entering thus diffufively into the character and con- 
nexion of the Nabob Mahomet-Ally-Cawn with the Englifh 
nation, we hope we fhall appear as unbiaffed in our judg- 
ment, as the nature of the circumftances we fhall treat of 
will admit. We mutt confefs the mind is often led to 
inveftigate occurrences with a degree of prejudice, when 
an object held to be deferving is feen to labour under a 
load of unmerited oppreflion ; and in no one inftance could 
an influence of that nature more powerfully operate, than 
in that which is now the fubject of our confideration ; but 


every kind of partiality, we truft, we fhall avoid. Candor 


will 
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will oblige us to fpeak the truth; further than that, we 


flatter ourlelves, we fhall not trefpats. 


The uniform tenor of a long life to eftabitth a convic» 
tion of his invariable attachment to the Eneglifh nation, 
the expenditure of the treaflures left hin by his father, cf 
his own ample revenues, and ef all that he hath been able 
to borrow in his dominions, flaould, at leafet, have been 
fufficient to have proved the fincerity of his intentions ; 
but the infatiable cravings of rapacity are never to be fatii- 
fied! Caufes have regularly been found to difturb him i: 
the few years repofe that his natural enemies have becn 
compelled to leave him; and thefe, we are forry to believe, 
on grounds no better founded than the certainty, that, 
rather than fpin out a whole exiftence of. anxiety, or run 
the rifque of miiireprefentation to the nation of Eng- 
iancd, he would purchafe a compromife on any {uch con- 
ditions as his opprefiors might deem it convenient to 


pref{cribe. 


The operation of effects of this nature, confined not 
merely to himfel{, but fpreading throughout his dominions, 
have been the means of leffening his influence and autho- 
rity, and effectually of putting it out of his power to be 
that friend to the Englifh which he otherwife would be, 
fhould any unforefeen event make the refources of the Car- 
matic immediately neceflary. 
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The peace of the Carnatic, and the union of all its parts 
under one head, are certainly objeéts of the greateft im- 
portance; and, therefore, the better the Nabob’s finances, 
and the greater the force he can command, the more it is 
for the advantage of his allies. When the Englifh Com- 
pany eftablifhed themfelves in Afia, it was by friendfhip 
and by favor. It is but of late years that the imperial 
Phirmaunds, and faneds of the Soubahdars, have given 
them their fanction to conquefts, and have eftablifhed legal 
rights to countries taken from others by the fword. For- 
merly their dependence was on the prince of the country ; 
they courted his friendfhip, honored his perfon, and re- 
{pected his power. How changed and altered are they 
now! Yet, however powerful, the moft effectual means 
of making an intereft permanent and lafting in India, are 
gentleneís and lenity to the natives ; an endeavour to gain 
their hearts by affability, and cement their favor by mo- 
deration ; to fhew the ftrictef{t regard to juftice in all their 
dealings; to make all ranks of men, under their refpective 
governments, feel the happy influence of the Britifh con- 
{titution ; to fhew the greateft fidelity in all their treaties 
with the princes of the country ; to gain their confidence 
by attention to their interefts ; and to make their partiality 
and friendfhip to thofe who have been faithful allies to the 
Company and to the nation, fo marked and evident, that 
they fhhall not only feel the happy influence themfelves, but 
that all the princes of Hindoftan fhall be witneffes of fo ad- 
mirable a conduét. How far thefe principles have operated 

N with 
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with the Company and their agents, will appear more 


plainly in the fequcl. 


We mutt however confefs, that the prefidency of Madras 
hath often found itfelf involved in almoft inextricable dif- 
ficulties; difficulties arifing not from mifconduét in the 
members of its adminiftration, but from {fome _ circum- 
{tances coeval with the Englifh connection with the Nabob 


of the Carnatic. 


The tract of country which this nation hath agreed to 
defend for the Nabob in the Carnatic, extends upwards of 
one thoufand miles from North to South; nor have they 
any means of fupporting the troops which are neceflary 
for its defence, but thofe very revenues which would fail 
the moment an enemy entered the Payen-Ghaut.. 


But that which is ftill of a greater degree of importance, 
is, the Company’s having heretofore depended entirely on 
the Nabob’s amicable difpofition towards them; never 
deeming it of confequence to negociate a treaty with him, 
or to drawa precife line relative to the conduct of their 
fervants, as it might be connected with the government of 
the Carnatic. Fron: which evils the government of Ma- 
dras hath always been at the mercy of the Nabob; and re- 
duced, when their refources failed,. to one of thefe two alter- 
matives, either of making peace, upon any terms they 
could procure, for want of means to carry on the war (as 


* was 
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was .the cafe in the war with Hyder-Ally-Cawn) or of pur- 
fuing whatever meafures the Nabob might deem it necef- 
fary to dictate. Thefe are imperfections in a political 
{fyitem that fhould be remedied; the mode is eafy, and 
fhall be pointed out hereafter. 


Freed of all the difturbers of his domeftic quiet on the 
fall of Madura, and the death of Ufoph-Cawn, the Nabob 
of the Carnatic fat ferioufly to work on the great bufinefs of 
reformation in his dominions. Fire and defolation had al- 
moft extinguifhed the fparks of induftry in his fubjeéts. The 
villages, that in former days were crouded with inhabitants, 
were now almoft depopulated; the lands lay wafte, and all 
was hurrying to deftruction. Time alone, however, could 
operate with effect on calamities fo rooted ; that which was 
in the power of a munificent prince, was quickly applied 
to the difeafes of the ftate. Humanity prompted him to 
relieve the diftrefles of his people; nor was he fparing of 
the utmoft encouragement to thofe miferable fugitives to 
return, who, to avoid deftruction, had fled from the places 
of their nativity to lefs hoftile countries. Exertions of this 
nature never fail of meeting with fuccefs. Crowds cf his 
fubjects daily flocked to their deferted homes; induftry 
once more began to raife her head in his dominions, and 
agriculture to flourifh ; but the reft from war was to be of 


but fhort duration. 


N 2 In 
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In fearching into the caufes of the many revolutions 
which have happened on the coaft of Choromandel, *but 
more efpecially in the Carnatic, a perfon, unacquainted 
with the authentic hiftory of thofé parts, would naturally 
conclude, that.the Nabob, Mahomet-Ally-Cawn, from his 
firft acceffion to the Mufnud, had uniformly been actuated 
by a fpirit of reftlefs ambition and enterprize; that he 
alone had been the fpring of action in all political contetts, 
and’ that to him alone was to be attributed all the difturb- 
ances, that for a féries of years had unhappily vifited thofe 
countries: nor is it poffible for a candid mind to form 2 
different conclufion, while truth lies buried under a heap 
of mifreprefentation: be it our tafk to clear it from the 
falfhood with which it is encumbred.. 


The prefidency of Madtas, from whom alf knowledge- 
of the tranfactions of that fide of India hath been derived). 
hath hitherto pofféffed not only the deliberative, but alfo 
the executive pawer of. both. the Nabob’s government and 
of their own.. In matters of moment every thing hath 
either originated with them, or. hath been executed with 
their concurrence... The Nabob never affumed an. inde- 
pendency, or a feparation. of interefts; his arms and. 
treafure were employed as they deemed moft advantageous 
to the common caufe.. In the reprefentation of political 
events, therefore, the prefidency of Madras hath always. 
kept the channel. open to themfelves. Where merit was to. 
be acquired, they availed themfelves of the advantage, and. 

drew- 
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drew it on their own adminiftration ; where punifhment was. 
to Be dreaded they fhifted the blame, and fixed the oppro- 


brium on the Nabob. 


For upwards of thirty years did this prince refrain from» 
writing directly to the King or to the Company. His let- 
ters were conftantly tranfmitted through the prefidency of. 
Madras, and open for their perufal When this,. therefore, 
is known, and that the governors themfelves in general 
dictated. thofe letters; when it comes to be confidered, that 
for the fatisfaction of the immediate power on the {fpot, 
and for the fecurity of his own peace of mind, as well as 
from. an unacquaintance that there exifted a fuperior au- 
thority in England to that of the Company or their delegates; 
we fay, when thefe things come to be confidered, the odium, 
which has unmeritedly been caft upon.the Nabob, will re- 
vert upon the heads of thofe who, to {ftcreen themfelves, 
have injurioufly attempted to reprabate the. character of 


another. 


One poftulate here, however, it may not be unneceflary 
to lay down; which is, that the entanglements of Indian 
politics are great, becaufe in general they are but tempo- 
rary, and rarely have an object permanent in view; but 
shat they are natural, becaufe they are dictated by the 
prefent neceffity of thofe who govern, and are, perhaps,. 
more obvious on that account than the politics of Europe, 


where the fecret interefts of individuals, and the influence 


of. 
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of party, have often a very large {hare in the tranfactions 
of the ftate. 


The feudal fyftem, which exifted in its full vigor during 
the profperity of the Mogul empire, ftill prevails in the dif- 
ferent governments of Hindoftan. The Soubahdars, what- 
ever inattention they may pay to it, ftill acknowledge them» 
felves the vaffals of the crown; the Nabobs, or Phoufdars, 
promife obedience to the Soubahdars; and the Rajahs, or 
Zemindars, as the loweft order of chieftains, are bound to 
the fulfillance of every obligation, as feudatories to the Na- 
bobs in their feveral provinces. 


Of this latter clafS of men is the Rajah, or Zemindar, 
improperly ftiled the king of Tanjore: his country is the 
largeft and moft valuable of any of the Zemindars in the 
Carnatic dominions; and, bounded by the fea, and border- 
ing upon the French and Dutch territories, is fituated fo 
as to be of infinite importance to that country. 


The unprecedented and unjuftifiable conduét of the 
Englifh Company towards the Nabob, with refpect to this 
difttri€t, has been amply fet forth in a variety of tracts. 
Suffice it here; that the Nabob Mahomet-Ally-Cawn, after 
punifhing the late Zemindar Pretaub-Sing, entered into an 
agreement with him in 1762, which agreement was gua- 
rantied to both parties by the Englifh: that this agree- 


ment was, in almoft every article, daringly and infultingly 
ill- 
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infringed by his fon and fucceffor Tuljajie; infomuch that 
the, prefidency of Madras, at the repeated folicitations of 
Sir John Lindfay, the king of Great Britain’s plenipoten- 
tiary to the powers of India, and in juftice to the Nabob’s 
rights which they were called upon to defend, fent an 
army againft him, under the command of General Smith, 
in 1771; when, in confideration of his fubmiffions, the 
Nabob once more took him into favor, and forgave him: 
that reiterated provocation, non-performance of agreement, 
and actual combination with the enemies of the Carnatic, 
at length compelled the Nabob to deprive him of a country 
which he fo unworthily pofleffed; a deprivation effected 
with the concurrence of Admiral Sir Robert Harland, his 
Majefty’s commander in chief and plenipotentiary in India, 
and of the Company’s reprefentatives at Madras: that the 
Company, in defiance of every principle of the law of na- 
tions, or even of common juftice, ordered peremptorily the 
reftoration of the Rajah: and that the Nabob, as the true 
friend of the Englifh nation, allowed them to take poffef- 
fion of the country -(ftill referving his claim of right to it) 
without the {malleft oppofition whatfoever ; confiding in the 
faith and honor of the people and government of England 
to reverfe a decifion, which every impartial man cannot but 


look upon as unjuftifiable and injurious.. 


In the idea that it would be better to finith, in the briefeft 
manner poflible, this fubject at once, we have avoided 


touching upon fome other tranfactions which, in due order 
of 
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of time, fhould have appeared before the bufinefs of Tan- 
jore was brought to a conclufion.—To return, therefore, to 
the more extenfive operations of the Englifh and of the 
Nabob. 


In recounting the acquifitions of the Englifh in 1765, 
by royal Phirmaund from the Mogul, we have noticed 
the five Northern Circars on the coaft of Choromandel; a 
territory that had for fome time become an objeét of their 
‘attention, and which they had negociated for the rent of, 
‘unfuccefSfully, with the Soubahdar of the Decan. 


Previous, however, to their getting poffeffion of the Cir- 
«ars, overtures of great moment had been made by fome 
of the moft powerful chiefs in the Decan to Mahomet- 
Ally-Cawn; no lefs than to place him on the Mufnud of 
that dominion in the room of Nizam-Ally-Cawn, whofe op- 
preffive and tyrannical government they were tired of. 


A propofal of this nature, and coming from an authority 
that could have carried it into execution, aroufed the am- 
bition of the Nabob. ‘The fubjects of an extenfive king- 
dom, bordering upon his own, voluntarily inviting him to 
be their fovereign, was a matter not unworthy of confi- 
Aeration: and he, therefore, took time to deliberate on it. 


In forming a judgment of the general occurrences of 


human affairs, the fureft, and indeed the only rational teft 
of 
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of trial, is by a comparative review of circumftances as 
nearly fimilar as poffible. Upon this principle, therefore, 
to judge of the Nabob, will only be to render him that 
juftice which he deferves. No prince, however he may be 
fituated in his government, but poffeffes, in fome degree, 
the principles of ambition. Even in limited monarchies, 
the fovereigns are ever grafping at an extenfion of their au- 
thority ; in abfolute ones, the annals of mankind are too 
full of the extravagance of their career. 


Appointed to dominion, and accountable to no autho- 
rity whatfoever, excepting the Mogul, for the conduct he 
might purfue, the Nabob ftill hefitated on the part it was 
moft advifable for him to take. A long and bloody war 
had defolated his country and anticipated his revenues. A 
load of heavy debts was daily accumulating on his head; 
and the mere poffleffion of the almoft depopulated Carnatic, 
was all that he had left to extricate him from his difficulties. 


In circumftances like thefe, and when he at the fame time 
faw his friends, the Englith, fanguinely attempting every 
thing for their own advantage; filling their treafury with the 
riches of Bengal, and difmembering a part of the territory 
of the Decan; we fay, when the Nabob faw this, it was no 
mighty ftride of ambition to liften to a propofal that was vo- 
luntarily made him by a powerful people. To fhew, how- 
ever, that his views were infeparably connected with the 
interefts of the Englifh, he immediately made known to 

O them. 
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them the offers he had received, and with them confulted 
on the meafures he fhould adopt. 


Exhaufted by continual exertions in the field, and wife- 
ly determining at length to confine themfelves to the im- 
provement of the territories they had already acquired, 
the Company had pofitively commanded their fervants te 
refrain from any diftant operations. The limits of their 
own domain, as well as that of the Nabob, they deemed 
fufficient. India was in peace, and they wifhed to keep 
it fo. 


With orders fuch as thefe, the prefidency of Madras was 
neceflarily compelled to diffuade the Nabob from an accept- 
ance of the offer. 


The object was tempting, but the friendfhip of the 
Englifth was ftill dearer to him. He cheerfully complied, 
therefore, with the councils which they gave him, and moft 
unambitioufly declined the propofals of the Decan. 


When circumftances like thefe are candidly and impar- 
tially related, how differently do they ftrike us to thofe 
which are exaggeratedly held forth by defigning men, 
for the accomplifhment of their own purpofes. In all this. 
tranfaction, the Nabob has been declared to have been 
actuated by the moft unjuft and daring ambition. In 
chaftifing his tributary of Tanjore he has met with the 

like 
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like reproach; and in the war with Hyder-Ally-Cawn, the 
whole demerits of the caufe have been laid on him. 


Already we have fhewn the confequences which attended 
-this propofal of the Decan, and the Company’s acquifition 
‘of the Northern Circars. Both caufes operated powerfully 
‘with Nizam-Ally-Cawn, and drove him to the alliance 
which he afterwards formed with Hyder-Ally-Cawn: the 
effe&ts of this alliance have been already mentioned; the 
Carnatic was invaded, and Hyder, victorious, dictated a 
peace at the gates of Madras in 1769- 


Having thus, in a general manner, gone through a nar- 
rative of the rife and progrefs of the Englifh connection 
with the Nabob Mahomet-Ally-Cawn, we fhall next pro- 
ceed to give our ideas of what is ftill wanting to complete 
the advantages of an alliance of fo much importance. 


In the firft place, a treaty of perpetual friendfhip and 
alliance fhould be concluded with the Nabob Mahomet- 
Ally-Cawn, by his Majefty, the Company, or the le 
ment-general of Bengal, in the name of the Englifh na- 
tion ; the ground-work of which fhould be as follows: 


‘<< That agreeably to the definitive treaty of Paris of 
“© 1763, and of the imperial Phirmaund of 1765, the 
** Nabob Mahomet-Ally-Cawn, and his fucceffors for ever, 


O 2 ** fhould 
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fhould be guarantied in the independent pofleffion of the 
Soubahdary of the Carnatic Payen-Ghaut. 


< Fhat the Englifh fhould not directly or indirectly in- 
terfere with the Nabob Mahomet-Ally-Cawn in the 
government, or in the internal management of his 
country. 


‘¢ That the forces of the Englifh, in confequence of the 
alliance, offenfive, and defenfive of the contracting par- 
ties, fhould march on proper requifition to any part of 
the Nabob’s dominions, for the purpofes of affifting him, 
either in the collection of his revenues, or in the re- 
ducing of any of his difaffected tributaries. 


« That neither of the contracting parties fhould com- 
mit any act of hoftility whatever againft any of the 
neighbouring powers, but with the exprefs concurrence 
of the other. © | 


«& That no treaties fhould be concluded, or negociations 
be carried on, by either of the contracting parties, with- 
out an immediate communication thereof to the other 
party; fo that all their meafures might be conduéted, 
with unanimity, and one common intereft invariably 
appear the refult of all their actions. 


‘¢ That 
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< That in confequence of this agreement, and of his 
rnvariable attachment to the Englifh nation, the Nabob 
Mahomet-Ally-Cawn fhould continue to defray the ex- 
pences of the Sepoy battalions, which are at prefent 
carried to his account in the Company’s fervice; that 
they fhould be continued under the orders of the Eng- 
lih government; and that all contingent expences 
fhould be defrayed by him when they fhould be em- 
ployed from their refpective garrifons on his fervice. 


« That, as a refource in times of need, the Nabob 
Mahomet-Ally-Cawn fhould engage conftantly to keep, 
in his treafury of Madras, the fum of ten lacks of pa- 
godas ; which fum, before hoftilities fhould commence, 
fhould be paid into the Englifh treafury, for the purpofe 
of defraying the expences of the war, and be by them 
regularly accounted for to his highnefs. si 


« That the Englifh fhould engage not to give fhelter 
or protection to any of the Nabob Mahomet-Ally- 
Cawn’s fubjects or fervants; and, vice verfa, that he 
fhould engage to deliver up, upon requifition, any fub- 
ject of Great-Britain who might take refuge in the 
Carnatic. 


« That no officer, commanding in field or garrifon, 
or any fubject whatever of Great Britain, fhould be al- 
lowed to lend money to any of the fubjects of the 

s Carnatic, 
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Carnatic, at more than the legal intereft of 12 per 
cent. 


< That no garrifon of Englifh forces fhould be removed, 
or any part of them be detached, in the Carnatic, with- 
out timely notice being firft given to the Nabob ; in 
order that provifions and neceffaries fhould be prepared 
for them on their march, and extortion and complaint 
be confequently avoided. 


« That the Nabob Mahomet-Ally-Cawn fhould confirm 
to the Englifh nation for ever the grant of the Jaghire 
round Madras; on condition, that it never fhould be 
alienated by the Englifh to any other power, or rented 
to any other perfon than the Nabob himfelf, he paying 
the full eftimated value thereof. 


And laftly, ‘‘ That the Nabob Mahomet-Ally-Cawn, his fa- 
mily and fervants, refident at Madras, fhould not be deemed 
amenable to the Englifh laws, but be fubject to the efta- 
blifhed ordinances of the Carnatic; but, in order that 
fraud and chicanery fhould be prevented, that the Nabob 
fhould engage to fee immediate and impartial juflice 
rendered to every fubjeét of Great Britain, who fhould 
have tranfaétions with the people of the Circar.”’ 


In the above fketch of a treaty, we have endeavoured to 


point out all fuch matters as appear to us of confequencc 


I fufficient 
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fufficient to be included in an amicable agreement between 
two parties, fo infeparably connected as the Englifh and the 
Nabob Mahomet-Ally-Cawn. Some of the articles, we are 
aware, are of that complexion, that objections may be 
{ftarted againft them by either party. ‘They are not, how- 
ever, the lefs eligible on that account; regulations are 
‘meant to provide againft the poffibility of evil. The 
Nabob, it is true, and thofe who will probably be his im- 
mediate fucceflors in the government, are fuch as the Eng- 
lifh can depend upon. A future age may produce a dif- 


ferent race of men. 


BOOK 
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ORDERING upon the Carnatic Payen-Ghaut, is fhe 

Carnatic Balla-Ghaut, or what is in general known 
by the name of the Myfore country. This territory, 
richer it is fuppofed than the Payen-Ghaut, was for many 
ages under the government of Rajahs of the Gentoo reli- 
gion. Hyder-Ally-Cawn, however, a foldier of fortune, 
and one who had learnt the art of war in the French fervice, 
having depofed and murdered his fovereign, rendered him- 
felf abfolute mafter of it not many years ago. 


In the courfe of our narrative we have neceflarily been 
obliged to mention the offenfive league that was concluded 
between Hyder and Nizam-Ally-Cawn againft the Englifh 
and the Carnatic ; and of the reafons which induced Hyder- 
Ally to pitch upon fo critical a juncture. ‘The year 1767 
began with hoftilities on both fides. ‘This war, fo dif 
graceful to the Englifh nation in its conclufion, was planned 
and conducted, as we have already remarked, with an in- 
fatuated degree of indifcretion. The Englifli general was 
counteracted in all his fchemes by the prefence of two field 
deputies, who were in every refpect unacquainted with the 

prin- 
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principles of military fervice: the fupplies to the army 
were irregular and {canty. Hyder found means. to furprize 
them in their camp, to carry off their provifions and bag- 
gage, to feize upon their beft pofts, by procuring the moft 
exact intelligence, and in reality to difhearten, in a great 
degree, a body of men who had hitherto been unacquainted 
with apprehenfion. The whole of the year 1767 was {pent 
in this manner; 1768 faw the Englifh at one time more 


fuccefsful. 


Hyder, worfted in feveral engagements, was {till how-. 
ever formidable, and kept up a menacing countenance: 
terms of accommodation were propofed to him; he lift- 
ened to them with indifference ; nor was it without much 
negociation, that he was prevailed upon to conclude a 
peace, after having carried on the war for two years. This 
peace was concluded at St. Thomas’s Mount in 1769, as 


we have already related. 


Hyder-Ally ftill continues to be confidered, by feveral of 
the Englifh, rather as an enemy againft whom it is neceflary 
they fhould be conftantly on their guard, than as an ally 
on whom they might depend. Some even are of opinion, 
that unlefs the Englifh, by fome means or other, get rid of 
a neighbour too ambitious and too active for their repofe, 
they cannot with fecurity rely on that power, which a 
tortunate combination of circumftances hath given them 
on the coaft of Choromandel. We, however, confefs our- 

P felves 
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felves of a contrary opinion. It is true, that Hyder, pre- 
vious to the Englifh and the Nabob Mahomet-Ally-Cawn’s 
taking up arms againft him, threatened an invafion of the 
Carnatic from Coimbattoor in 1767; and obtained from 
Nizam-Ally-Cawn a faned, vefting in himfelf the govern- 
ment of the Nabob’s dominions: but, on the other hand, 
it is equally as true, that the Englifh and the Nabob agreed 
that if their arms fhould prove fuccefsful againft him, the 
Company fhould ftand in the character of Dewan of his 
(the Myfore) country; that the family of the Mytore 
Rajah fhould be reftored to the nominal fuperiority ; but 
that the Nabob fhould have the atual power of the go- 
vernment. Could it be ambition, therefore, which alone 
could operate with Hyder in the vigorous meafures he 
afterwards purfued? or was it a neceflary attention to his 
own prefervation ?— For a length of time Hyder had certain 
reafon to apprehend a ftorm from the Carnatic: the in- 
trigues of the Englifh and of the Nabob Mahomet-Ally- 
Cawn, for fome years in the Decan, he had not been un- 
acquainted with; neither had he been ignorant of their 
tranfactions in Bengal. 


Caufes fo powerful combining againft, and threaten- 
ing his future tranquillity, and the Nabob’s profefled en- 
mity to him being publicly known, it was not unnatural 
in him, neither can it be deemed politically unjuft, that 
he fhould endeavour to divert the danger from his own 

head, 
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head, and fix it, if pofible, upon thofe whom he knew to 


be his enemics. 


The French, it is faid, are the undoubted friends of 
Hyder; that he preferves an inviolable attachment to their 
interefts; and that he will throw himfelf into the arms of 
France the very firft opportunity. ‘This we believe to be 
literally true; but would he not be fenfelefS were he not to 
do it, when he finds not only that he cannot obtain affift- 
ance from England, but that the Nabob of the Carnatic is 
his declared enemy? that he wifhes at all rifques to fubdue 
him; that the Maharattoes are in the fame temper of mind; 
and that conftant endeavours are ufed to make the Englifh 
his enemies alfo? Hyder we know to be conneéted with the 
French (whofe power indeed at the prefent, in that quarter 
of the globe, is fo effectually annihilated that nothing but a 
miracle can reftore it); but at the fame time we are con- 
vinced, that he would gladly unite with any power on 
earth that could give him the leaft affiftance to fave him 
from deftruction: and can he be blamed? or can an atten- 
tion to his own intereft be imputed to him as a crime? 


An analogy of circumftances will fet this matter in a 
clearer point of view. When the Englifh in Bengal had 
totally fubjugated Shujah-Ul-Dowlah, a plan was deter- 
mined on for depriving that prince of his dominions. 
Lord Clive, however, foon difcovered that the king, unto 
whom they were to have been given, would have been un- 
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able to have maintained them; and that it would have 
broken down one of his ftrongeft barriers againft the*Ma- 
harattoes and the northern powers. He therefore wifely 
reftored Shujah-Ul-Dowlah to his dominions. Such, in our 
opinion, fhould be the conduét of the Englifh with refpect 
to Hyder-Ally-Cawn and the Soubahdar of the Decan, 
neither of whom fhould be totally reduced. 


The treaties, which fubfift between the Englifh and thefe 
princes, fliould likewife be confidered in an inveftigation 
of this nature. Jn all of them mutual defence is included; 
but in no one inftance hath that article been carried into 
execution. ‘The affording of Hyder aid, we will allow, 
would be productive of many dangerous confequences ; 
and therefore the political neceffity that could warrant it 
muft be urgent indeed: but again, on the other hand, the 
feeking his deftruction, while under an obligation to defend 
him, and while the Enghfh know that on his ruin the al- 
ready overgrown power of the Maharattoes would be 
exalted to fo dangerous a height, as that inevitable deftruc- 
tion would probably fall upen the Carnatic, would be to 
trample upon an agreement which it is their real advantage 
to preferve inviolable. Hyder fhould be upheld in his do- 
minions; his gratitude might then be poffibly depended 
on; and the barrier he would form againft the Maharattoes, 
with whom he is ever at war, would render him in the end 
one of the moft ufeful and profitable allies that the Englifh: 
or the Carnatic poffibly could have. 

Having 
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Having thus arrived at the end of our hiftorical analyfis, 
we “{íhall next proceed to throw together fome reflexions 
which neceffarily occur from the fubjects we have been 
treating. ‘The Portuguefe and French, the immediate pre- 
deceffors of the Englifh in the regions of Hindoftan, not 
fatisfied with the wealth and power which they voluntarily 
received from the indolent inhabitants, madly endeavoured 
to extend their acquifitions by perfidy and the fword. This 
they in feveral inftances accomplifhed; but their fuccefs, 
in the end, was inadequate to their expectations. Large 
tracts of country, without the means of regular defence, 
are the fureft attractions of the depredations of an Afiatic 
enemy. Accuftomed to predatory excurfions, the very 
idea of deliberate action is exploded from their fyftem; 
fuddenly they rufh upon a country with fire and defolation, 
and, with an equal precipitancy, they fweep all that they 
do not deftroy before them. 


On this account all the territorial poffeffions of Europeans 
in the Eaft Indies fhould be compact, conneéted, and fo 
equally well defended, that an enemy fhould have no ad- 
vantage in attacking one place in preference to another. 
But that which is of ftill greater importance towards their 
permanent fecurity, is the good faith with which they 
fhould conduct themfelves in all their tranfaétions with the 
country governments. ‘Though prone to chicanery and 
duplicity themfelves, the people of India are yet admirers. 
of the contrary character in others. The Englifh they 

have 
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have ever fuppofed the moft honorable of all Europeans ; 
and, on that account, the Englifl influence hath exterded 
further than did that of the French or Portuguefe, even in 


the days of their greateft profperity. 


The immutability of Englifh truth, however, hath for 
fome years paft been a matter of doubt in many parts- 
of Hindoftan: articles of agreement have’ been evaded; 
treaties have been broken ; hoftilities have been commenced 
unjuftly; and even the members of one prefidency have 
been feen to affift the enemies of another. To remedy a 
defect fo glaring, and one which fo loudly called for re- 
drefs, the legiflature of England thought proper to confti- 
tute a Government-general, with fuperintending and con- 
troling powers over the other prefidencies, fo far as fhould 
relate to their declaring war or negociating peace, except- 
ing in cafes of imminent neceflity. But this is a power of 
ideal confideration, more than of real efficiency ; imminent 
neceflity can always be alledged. 


No commiffion fhould be granted, with an imaginary or 
a circumf{cribed authority, to a board of fupremacy ; it 
{laould have an unlimited command, or none at all. To 
fay, that the governor-general andj council can punifh any 
of the members of the inferior adminiftrations, for not ad- 
hering to the fpirit of the act of parliament, is to fet down 
for a certainty that which we are convinced it would be 
difficult to execute. An inftance of this is now before us. 
2 The 
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The government of Bombay, in the year 1776, efpoufed 


the -caufe of Raganout-Row, and entered into an alliance 


with him. The governor-general and council of Bengal 


deemed it expedient to annul the terms of that alliance, to 
order the Britifh forces to be withdrawn from the affiftance 
of that chief, and to enter into engagements with the op- 


pofite party. Still, however, the government of Bombay 


continued their protection, though not their military affift- 
ance, to Raganout-Row. The Company in England, not 
knowing the meafures that were purfued by the governor- 
general and council, approved of the Bombay. alliance ; 
and this emboldened that prefidency to perfevere in the 
refolution which it at firft adopted. 


How fuch a contrariety of action can be of benefit to 
the general fyftem, is a point that we fhall leave to the 
decifion of others. The fupremacy of the Government- 
general is certainly thereby rendered of no avail. ‘The 


powers of India are witneffes of what muft appear to them 


an affumed authority. Difcord takes place, and the want 


of unanimity is felt even more than it was before. 


One good, however, refults from the appointment; and 
that is, the peace which it has in general diffufed through- 
out the provinces of Hindoftan: nor is that alone the only 
good that may be expected from it; the right of nego- 

ciation, and of forming alliances, being vefted in the go~- 
vernor-general and council alone, a fyftem may be there- 


by 


[ r20 ] 


by eftablifhed for fixing, on a lafting foundation, the 
balance of power in India. 


From what has been faid of the princes of Hindoftan, 
their fituation and different connections, it muft evidently 
appear, that nothing could tend fo much to the general 
tranquillity, or to the fafety of the Englifh in particular, 
as an alliance eftablifhed between that nation, the Nabob 
of the Carnatic, the Nabob of Owd, the Soubah of the 
Decan, Hyder-Ally-Cawn, and the Maharattoe government 
at Poonah. 


By a convention of this nature, the peace of India 
would be effectually fecured. The other nations would 
tremble at a power fo formidable ; and the Englifh, in the 
event, would reap the moft folid and permanent ad- 


vantages. 


At the fame time, however, that an alliance with Ma- 
homet-Ally-Cawn, Aufulph-Ul-Dowlah, Hyder-Ally-Cawn, 
the Maharattoes, and Nizam-Ally-Cawn would be highly 
beneficial to the common caufe, we are far from being of 
opinion that the Englifh fhould be in the leaft inattentive 
to the terms of thofe treaties which they have already 
concluded with the other powers of Hindoftan. On the 
contrary, it fhould be their aim to cultivate an univerfal 
amity ; in fhort, to appear as they undoubtedly may, if 
they are ever fo inclined, the arbiters of the Eaft. 


One 
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One regulation, however, is effentially neceflary towards 
effecting this falutary purpofe; and that is, the eftablifh- 
ment of refidents at the feveral principal courts of Hin- 
doftan. At prefent, all intelligence is communicated by 
{pies ; a fpecies of information that is little to be depended 
on. Englifh refidents, on the contrary, would be more 
tenacioufly watchful, not only of all public actions, but of 
all private miachinations. ‘The expence would be but 
trifling; and the certain indication it would convey of the 
Englifh friendfhip, would be produdtive of the beft of con- 
fequences. This is a matter, I am convinced, that is of 
infinitely greater moment than it at firft may feem. A 
local knowledge of the movements of the refpective go- 
vernments hath long been wanting. The Englfh have 
hitherto deliberated in the dark; no information could be 


depended on; all was left to chance and the effect of acci- 
dental communication. 


Effential, however, as regulations of this nature may be 
in the extenfive management of the political fyftem of the 
Englifth government in the Eaft-Indies, an attention to the 


lefs complicated regulation of their domeitic concerns may 
not be lefs neceflary or uteful. 


Of all the innovations which have been made by the 
lepiflature in the management of the Company’s affairs, 
not one hath been fo loudly exclaimed againft as the intro- 
duction of the Englifh laws into the Bengal provinces. 


Qu This, 
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This, however, we are forry to believe, hath proceeded 
more from a difappointment of interefted views, than from 
a conviction of any pernicious confequences that they are 
likely to produce. No man of reafon, and of perfonal 
knowledge of the manners and cuftoms of Hindoftan, can 
honeftly declare, he believes the Englifh laws improper to 
be introduced into that country. Prejudice, indeed, may 
operate powerfully on fome who have been educated in all 
the principles of Afiatic defpotifm, who have ruled over 
provinces with an arbitrary fway, and whofe words were 
law ; but to a difpaflionate enquirer, who judges with mo- 
deration, and who fees the necefflity of coercion in a 
country where common juftice hath been trampled under 
foot, not only by fome of the Enelifh themfelves, but uni- 
verfally by their fervants and dependants, he will unhefi- 
tatingly confefs, that the rod of legal authority cannot but 
be of fervice to with-hold the hand of oppreffion, and to 
enfure to the honeft laborer the fcanty reward of his in- 
duftry and trouble. This, it is faid, has never been denied 
him. But what is more liable to mifreprefentation than an 
unfettled ftate, where all dominion, after the confufion of 
fucceffive revolutions, is transferred to a few ftrangers, and 
where the conquerors, living under their own laws of 
freedom, amidft a nation of helplefs and unprotected be- 
ings, exhibit a fituation almoft without parallel in hiftory ? 


At the time when the power of the Englifh nation gave 
effect to ufurpations of the private trader, who decided his 
own 
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own claims, oppreffing the natives, and threatening the 
officers of government if they prefumed to interfere, the 
necefflity was foon perceived of confining the free merchants 
to the refpective prefidences. But this did not eradicate 
the evil; the fame practices were continued by the fervants 
of the Company. 


‘When the rapacity, therefore, of all who affumed the 
name of Englifh, or of Englifh agents, was let loofe upon 
a harmlefs and inoffenfive race of men, what incttement 
could there be to the manufacturer and laborer? ‘Yo re- 
claim men from diffipation, to check impatient hopes, 
where youths afpire to the abfolute government of coun- 
tries at an age fcarcely adequate to the management of 
private affairs, to revive a general fpirit of induitry, to 
lead the minds of all from infatuated illufions of fudden 
acquired wealth to a patient expectation of growing for- 
tunes, is no lefs difficult in execution, than neceflary to 
the exiftence of good government. ‘Thefe are pofitions 
that, I believe, will be admitted by every candid and dif 
cerning mind; they are conformable to the decrees of un- 


erring juitice. 


To fay, that the inhabitants of the ceded provinces of 
India have been regulated by their own laws, is to advance 
an afflertion which daily experience proves to be untrue. 
The Indians have never been fheltered by their own laws. 
Their laws have been derided by their conquerors; nor 


Q 2 could 


could any decifion whatever have effect, when oppofed to 
the mercilefs hand of rapine and oppreffion. In fhort, 
whatever may be advanced to the contrary, the introduc- 
tion of the Englifh laws, we are firmly convinced, will be 
attended with the beft of confequences. No crime what- 
ever is punifhable by the Englifh code, that is not equally 
fo by the Hindoo and Mahometan inftitutions: right and 
Wrong, virtue and vice, are the fame to them that they-are 
to other nations. JLicentioufnefs, in the midft of anarchy 
and confufion, may have tolerated there, as in other 
places, the perpetration of crimes. A fixed government, 
however, will foon convince them of the advantage of an 


adherence to what is equitable and juft. 


Admitting, in this manner, that the introduction of the 
Englifh laws into Bengal will, in the end, be advantage- 
ous to the natives, by reftraining the oppreffion of the 
Englifh and their agents,. we fhall, for the very fame rea- 
fons, advance it as our opinion, that the fame laws fhould be 
-e{tablifhed in the other dominions that are fubjected to the 
authority of the Company. 


The gentle influence of thefe happy ordinances diffut> 
ing itfelf from one extremity to the other of the Englith 
territorial poffetlions in the Eaft-Indies, would foon change 
the face of mifery, which the inhabitants at prefent wear, 
to that of cheerfulnefs and content. 


Is 
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Is the improvement in the circumftances of the lower 
rank of people to be regarded as an advantage, or as an 
inconvenience to the fociety? The anfwer is at firft fight 
abundantly plain. Servants, laborers, and workmen of 
different kinds, make up the far greater part of every poli- 
tical fociety. What, therefore, improves the circumftances 
„of the greater part, can never be regarded as an incon- 
vemiency to the whole. No fociety can furely be flourifh- 
ing and happy, of which the far greater part of the mem- 
bers are poor and miferable. It is but equity befides, that 
they who feed, cloath, and lodge the whole body of the 
people, fhould have fuch a fhare of the produce of their 
own labor, as to be themfelves tolerably well fed, cloathed, 


and lodged. 


It were indeed to be wifhed, that, in addition to what 
we have juft been faying, the Englifh would diftribute the 
lands they have acquiied among the native families, and 
make thofe iands their own property under certain terms 
and conditions. Plenty of good land, and liberty to ma- 
mage their own affairs their own way, feem to be the two 
great caufes of the profperity of all new colonies. Uncul- 
‘tivated land, however, fhould not be engrofled. Every 
proprietor fhould be obliged to improve and cultivate, 
within a limited time, a certain proportion of his lands; 
in cafe of failure, thofe-lands fhould be alienable from him 
to any other perfon. By this means, the Indians would 


attach themfelves to a nation that confulted their happi- 
5 nefs, 


[ r26 ] 


nelis, would, in time, become induftrious, and, betides 
difcharging with regularity their feveral payments, would 
occafion fuch a confumption of the articles of luxury and 
refinement, that a gentle excife might be generally affcfled 


for the ufes of the government. 


The principle that the eftates acquired in any country 
fhould contribute to the expences of government, is a mat- 
ter that never has been denied by any nation whatever. 
The reafon of this grand maxim is evident. Private for- 
tunes are fo effentially connected with the profperity of 
the public, that when that is injured the other muft fuffer 
of courfe. Thus when the fubjects of a ftate ferve it with 
their fortunes or their perfons, they do nothing but defend 
their own private intereft. The profperity of the country 
is the profperity of the citizen. 


The prefent mode of letting the lands in India, efpeci- 
ally on the coaft of Choromandel, is attended with many 
inconveniencies, independent of the difadvantages which 
refult from their unequal diftribution. Some Zemindars, 
unwilling to relinquifh their habitations, are often induced to 
exceed the real value of farms, if their leafe is but for a fhort 
term of years; and many, who have nothing to lofe, advance 
yet further, wifhing, in all events, to obtain poff{effion. 
Thus men are let loofe to plunder. 


The 
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The Zemindar cannot with fafety to his own interefts, 
evensthough poffefled of the ability, encourage the inferior 
farmers by advancing them money; and without this ad- 
vance, the lands cannot receive that cultivation which, 
with a longer leafe, or the abfolute pofleflion, it would be to 
their own advantage to give them. 


Farmers renting a quantity of land for a fhort time, with 
the power, which they naturally muft be invefted with, of 
obliging the ryots or hufbandmen to fulfil their different 
rents, will, no doubt, in general, endeavour to make good 
whatever demands the ftate may have upon them; and for 
that purpofe, fhould the feafons have been bad, will op- 
prefs the poor laborers, and thereby reduce them to the 
loweft extremity of penury and diftrefs. Whereas the let- 
ting the farms upon a long leafe, under certain ftipulations, 
having the grand inducement to farmers annexed to it, 
namely, that of lafting advantage, would occafion an at- 
tention to the further cultivation of the already arable 
lands, to the amendment of the tanks, refervoirs, and ca- 
nals, and to the making of grounds (to appearance bar- 
ren) by a proper culture, not only of great advantage to 
the landholder, but of equally as real valuation to the ori- 
ginal proprietor. At fart, indeed, it is probable thefe 
lands would not let for more than hath been received from 
them in preceding years: this, however, would be the 


cafe but for an inconfiderable length of time; the firít or 
fecond 
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fecond year would afford a fmall addition in the rent ; the 
third a fomething more confiderable ; and fo on in a régu- 
lar progreflion until the expiration of the fifth or feventh 
year, when a permanent fettlement might be made, either 


for a limited number of years, or for ever. 


